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WHAT IN 

THE WORLD 

IS GOING ON? 
Each new day seems 
to bring with it a new 
geopolitical crisis, one 
more political debacle, 
more dire economic 
warnings, increasing 
social disturbance, 
another environmental 
threat. What does it all 
mean? What can be 
done? How will it end? 

Gerald Celente’s Trends 
Journal® is the only 
magazine in the world 
that pinpoints how today’s 
current events form future 
trends and how they 
will affect your business, 
career, family and future ... 
your life. 

Founded by a political 
atheist, agenda- and 
advertising-free, and 
beholden to no one, 
Trends Journal provides 
unbiased insights, analysis 
and forecasts of critical 
socioeconomic, financial, 
political, economic, 
business, consumer/ 
retail, entertainment, 
technology, science and 
other trends that are fact- 
based, data-driven and on 
the cutting edge. 

Gerald Celente’s track 
record speaks for itself. 
He's been forecasting 
worldwide since 1980. 
No one has been so 
right, on so many issues, 
so often! If you want 
to anticipate change, 
take proactive measures 
to seize opportunities 
and develop profit 
strategies, subscribe to 
Trends Journal. Read 
about “History Before It 
Happens” from the world 
leader in trend forecasting. 


THE TRENDS JOURNAL 1 


Bring on peace, 
Bring on prosperity! 


2 


By Gerald Celente 
PUBLISHER 


Do you remember the reasons you were given for why the United States launched the Vietnam 
War? The Afghan War? The Iraq War? The Libyan War? Do you really remember? How many of 


those reasons turned out to be lies? How many were true? Were those wars worth waging? 


The questions are worth serious thought. After all, 
your money went to fight them. And, as the numbers 
prove, vast majorities of “We the People” proudly sup- 
ported them. So, by paying to wage those wars and 
praying for the troops who fought and died in them, 
you have a monetary and moral investment in them. 

Take the longest war in American history, the 
Afghan War. We were told — by the President, Vice 
President, Cabinet members, Congress, Pentagon 
brass, military experts and the media — why Afghan- 
istan should be attacked. Eighty-eight percent of 
Americans agreed, and so did our NATO allies. What 
has that war accomplished? What was its cost in in- 
nocent lives? How much was destroyed? How much 
money was spent? Did it make any moral sense? Do 
you really remember why the war was started? This 
piece from the Spring 2011 Trends Journal will help 
jog your memory http://www.trendsresearch.com/ 
predictions/Flashpoint-Afghanistan.pdf. 

Now, 13 years later, a mere 17 percent of Americans 
support the Afghan War. And do you know why the 
number is so low? According to Senator Carl Levin, 
(D-MI), a proponent of the war who voted for it in 
2001, low public support is the fault of the media. At 
a Senate Armed Services Committee hearing held in 
March of this year, he blamed the media for failing 
to hype what he called the “positive” aspects of our 
presence in Afghanistan and “depriving the American 
people of the sense of accomplishment.” 

Every war has its story and, while the details 
change, the plot line stays the same: If we don’t kill 
them, they'll kill us. 

I remember Vietnam very well. | recall, while a high 
school student, looking at the Daily News in mechani- 
cal drawing class and seeing pictures of a South Viet- 
namese leader in the cockpit of a made-in-America 
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jet and thinking how cool he looked. 1 remember the 
patriotic Green Beret song and can still hear the lyr- 
ics. The storyline leading to the call-to-war went like 
this: The bad communist North Vietnamese wanted 
to overthrow the good South Vietnamese govern- 
ment that was America’s friend. If the commies won 
in Vietnam, like dominoes, one country after the next 
would topple to communism. Before you knew it, 
those dominoes would be falling on California. 

I'm not making that storyline up. Most people 
bought it and close to three million American boys 
fought it. Nearly 60,000 died, and hundreds of 
thousands were, and are, physically and mentally 
wounded. Over three million Vietnamese were 
killed, millions wounded, much of the country 
bombed, napalmed and poisoned with Agent Or- 
ange. For what? Today, a unified Vietnam is one of 
our trading partners and multinationals eagerly em- 
ploy cheap Vietnamese labor to produce their goods. 


Former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton even 


pledged U.S. allegiance to Vietnam in its territorial 
disputes with China. 

People forget the real costs of that war and how it 
was the beginning of the end of the American Dream. 
Rather than directing the nation’s resources toward 
advancing its future, the Vietnam War depleted 
the Treasury and squandered precious man- and 
mind-power. Furthermore, with more money going 
out than coming in and debt levels rising, President 
Nixon took the U.S. dollar off the gold standard. 

Back then, Washington lied about the Gulf of 
Tonkin incident, using it as a pretext to take the na- 
tion to war, just as Washington lied about Saddam 
Hussein having weapons of mass destruction and 
ties to Al Qaeda to justify a war against Iraq. In the 
run up to one war after another — Panama, Yugosla- 
via, Libya, Syria and now Ukraine — the hawks pro- 
claim the birth of another Hitler who — if we don’t 
stop him in one way or another — will butcher his 
own people and threaten our national security. And 
then, of course, since 9/11, there is the never-ending 
War on Terror to continue taking our hard-earned 
money and stripping us of the protections of our Bill 
of Rights in the name of exterminating those radical 
Islamist terrorists who hate our freedom and liberty. 


CELENTE SOLUTION 

Promoting peace can be deadly. The Prince of Peace 
was crucified. Martin Luther King was shot. Govern- 
ment agents infiltrate, spy and frame proponents of 
peace. In fact, 1 too have become a target. I'm being 
called a traitor for appearing on Russian media, 
blasted for believing in the principles on which the 
United States was founded and brayed at for honor- 


EIGN ENTANGLEMENTS. 
lam not a pacifist. 1 fight 

close combat. But 1 believe 

in live and let live. We stay 

out of other countries’ 

business and they stay 

out of ours. America has 

my allegiance. 1 WILL 

NOT FIGHT FOR ANY 

OTHER COUNTRY, 

nor do | want my money 

going to support them, 

in war or peace. I believe 

that political leaders who betray the principles 

this nation was founded upon are traitors to those 

who gave their lives fighting for freedom and to the 

Founding Fathers who fought for liberty. 

Today, the same political criminal gangs who have 
taken us into all those deadly, costly, losing wars are 
at it again. The war drums are beating. But this time, 
it’s different. If we let them prevail, America will 
wind up being attacked by those it attacks. And from 
there it will escalate into the “War of Hell.” All the 
weaponry and technology is in place to make life on 
earth not worth living. 

I want to live in peace. With peace comes pros- 
perity. In the upcoming months I will be launching 
an “Occupy Peace” movement. If you would like to 
stand up and speak out for NO FOREIGN ENTAN- 
GLEMENTS, please sign up on the web at 

. More details will be forthcom- 
ing and we will keep you posted. The future doesn't 
operate on anyone’s time clock and time is moving 
swiftly. At this moment, political lunatics have their 


fingers on the triggers. They need to be stopped. 


#5 = e = 


Every war has its story, 
but the plot line stays 
the same: If we don’t 
kill them, they'll kill 
us. From left: a Marine 
in Vietnam moves a 
Viet Cong suspect in 
1965, and four decades 
later, Marines in 
Afghanistan startle the 
owner of a compound 
who refused to open 
his door for a search in 
2004. 


National Archives 
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New website creates a 


Getting the edge on global trends — how you can adapt 
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The Trends Research Institute is poised to launch a series of new content platforms and 


services this spring, beginning with a completely redesigned and expanded web site. These im- 


provements have been in development stages for several months and are designed to deliver mul- 


timedia content to subscribers with greater immediacy, usefulness and impact. 


In addition, a spate of new features will allow sub- 
scribers to more directly engage the insights of chief 
forecaster and Trends Research Institute founder 
Gerald Celente. As critical trends evolve that directly 
impact your life, the institute is now positioned to 
break down the complexities of those trends and un- 
cover the essential information you need to know. 

Our journey began a year ago with the debut of 
a redesigned print version of the quarterly Trends 
Journal. Print subscribers loved the changes. The lay- 
ers of new features, created to “connect your lives 
— your passions, interests and needs — to the trends 
all around us,” were greeted with widespread praise 
from loyal subscribers. With that foundation in 
place, the Spring 2014 Trends Journal introduces our 
new web site. 

Designed for easy navigation across multiple plat- 
forms, subscribers now have a variety of options for 
enjoying our signature publication, the quarterly 
Trends Journal, watch Gerald’s weekday “Trends In 
The News’ video broadcasts, access media alerts, 
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and the weekly Freda illustrations and for engaging 
institute staff more directly. While the Trends Jour- 
nal will still be presented to digital subscribers in a 
pdf format, the new web site now makes the content 
available in a menu presentation, allowing subscrib- 
ers to read segments easily on desktop, mobile and 
tablet devices. 

The new web site also introduces a number of new 
features that our subscribers have helped us develop. 
e “Gerald Now” is an interactive platform that al- 
lows subscribers to engage in real-time analysis and 
reaction to critical news events with Gerald. 

e Media Alerts will increase in volume and be posted 
on the site and emailed to subscribers. 

e Video segments will drill deeper into specific trends. 
e New portals on the site will take subscribers be- 
hind the scenes to gain insights into how Gerald 
and Trends Research Institute staff analyze trends 
and develop their forecasts. 

e Contributing writers and institute staff will pro- 
duce a monthly electronic newsletter to augment 
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our primary quarterly forecasts with shorter, timely 
insights into the trends taking hold. 


e Across our social media platforms and in emails 

and letters to the institute, our subscribers actively 
articulate their opinions and perspectives. It’s time 
we more fully share their insights with our global 
subscriber base. “Memos to the editor” will be our 
sounding board for subscribers to write longer, more 
in-depth reactions to our forecasts and the news 
events we analyze. 

Elsewhere on the site, we will introduce a number 
of new services and announce exciting events com- 
ing later this year. We are broadening the scope of 
our consulting services to provide customized pro- 
grams for organizations, institutions and businesses. 

And, this summer, we are launching a series 
of symposiums to be held at our unique and inspir- 
ing facilities in historic Colonial Kingston, NY. Sub- 
scribers are invited to join Gerald, institute staff and 
invited speakers for a stimulating and fun three-day 
conference this August 1-3. A series of presentations, 
workshops and Q&A sessions will offer one-of-a- 
kind insights into the dominant trends shaping our 
world (see page 47 for details). 
These are exciting and dynamic times at the insti- 
tute. The new wave of improvements to be launched 


What Trends Journal 
subscribers can expect 


e Redesigned web site is easier to navigate, offers deeper multimedia content 
and provides greater immediacy. 


e Trends Journal and other content now easier to access and read on desktop, 
mobile or tablet devices. 


e New features allow subscribers to interact directly with Gerald and the institute. 


e A monthly electronic newsletter augments the more in-depth quarterly Trends 
Journal. 


e Trend Alerts posted immediately and emailed to subscribers analyze critical 
news events as they occur. 


e The institute opens its doors to subscribers for a series of symposiums (read more 
about it on page 47). 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY AT: trendsjournal.com/secure/orders.php 


with this edition of the Trends Journal will further 
bolster our longstanding track record of providing 
content that stands alone for its insight, unabashed 
honesty and timely, deep analysis of the trends that 
matter most to you. 


Stay tuned. Enjoy. And most of all: Prepare, 
Survive, Prevail. E] 
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REUTERS/Maxim Shemetov 


People are reflected in a shop window near a portrait of Russia's President Vladimir Putin in the Crimean city of Simferopol. 


Stoking a war 
that can't be won 


Madmen and madwomen pulling the strings — again! 
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By Gerald Celente 
PUBLISHER 


Ides of March: The next chapter in the History of the Future was being written. If it held true, bil- 


lions of people and millions of species would be annihilated. The narrative was as clear as day and 


anyone should have been able to see how the drama would play out. But, intellectually and emo- 


tionally paralyzed, most people did nothing to save their lives. Many who did see it coming weren't 


able to believe what they saw, while others simply hoped for divine intervention. Some would try 


to act, but only after it was too late. 

History, as it does, was repeating itself. From Cain 
and Abel to the War on Terror, it was more of the 
same, just for different reasons. Only the uniforms 
and the weapons changed. From sticks and stones to 
biological, cyber, chemical, and nuclear weapons... 
civilization had come a long way in its ability to kill 
more with less. 

Once again, a handful of madmen and madwomen 
in high government positions were leading their 
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people in the march toward death and mass destruc- 
tion. And right on cue, as in ages past, hundreds of 
millions of madmen and madwomen were joining 
up and signing on as loyal followers and true believ- 
ers in the “cause.” 

How stupid can they be? 

Very stupid! 

It was as though 21st-century civilization itself was 
suffering from chronic Attention Deficit Disorder 


and Alzheimer’s Disease at the same time. Billions 
of people were behaving as though yesterday never 
happened. 

Were their brains too fried to remember just a 
decade back? Or were they too ashamed to admit to 
being conned by Little Boy George Bush who blew 
his horn — trumpeting that Saddam Hussein had 
weapons of mass destruction and ties to Al Qaeda — 
and Tony “Bullshit” Blair, who swore to God, Queen 
and Country that he had the proof in his hands? 

Do “We the People” lack the courage to remember 
how “we” (not me) believed Secretary of State Colin 
“Lying” Powell’s two-bit UN act, during which he 
unveiled bogus “proof” of Saddam’s mobile WMD 
labs? Are those patriots who waved flags and swore 
their support afraid to recall nasty National Security 
Adviser Dr. Condoleezza Rice’s ominous warning 
that “We know that he [Saddam Hussein] has the 
infrastructure, nuclear scientists to make a nuclear 
weapon ... we don’t want the smoking gun to be a 
mushroom cloud”? 


The messages of fear and hate were planted in the 
minds of the populace, and the propagandists didn’t 
have to dig too deep to sow the seeds. The average 
Joe and Jane’s excuses for their ignorance, denial and/ 
or support for war range from; ‘Tm too busy and 
don’t have the time to worry about what’s going on” 
or, “I don’t want to know, it depresses me,” to, “they 
are our leaders, they know best.” 

Vice President Dick Cheney, Secretary of Defense 
Donald Rumsfeld, his deputy Paul Wolfowitz, the 
Joint Chief of Staff, CIA Director, Senators, Con- 
gressmen, Congresswomen, policy chiefs, military 
experts, retired generals — a never-ending parade of 
war hawks — were flooding the airwaves, screeching 
for the blood of Saddam Hussein. Day in, day out, 
they spread the word that if “we” didn’t kill Hussein, 
hed kill us with WMDs. And that was just for start- 
ers! Given his ties to Al Qaeda, terrorists would soon 
wreak havoc in a neighborhood near you. 

The White House lied and the media swore to it. 


Want more facts? Here they are: 4 
a 
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Lapdogs USA 


In the years subsequent to the Iraq invasion, evidence 
has proved that the Bush administration not only cherry- 
picked intelligence to reach a predetermined conclusion, 
but knowingly twisted information known to be unreli- 
able into an unassailable argument for war. Anyone, 
including myself, who questioned or challenged that 
conclusion was blacklisted by the media, threatened, and 
more or less accused of treason. Presidential mouthpiece 
Ari Fleisher — contender for the “Josef Goebbels Award 
for Distinguished Service” — declared, “There are re- 
minders to all Americans that they need to watch what 
they say, watch what they do.” 

As we would document in a special Trends Journal 
report, “Trends and Tragedies,” TV and cable anchors 
feared reprisal. (See “Trends and Tragedies,” Trends Jour- 
nal, June 2008). 

“There was a sense, a pressure from the corporations 
who own where we work, and from government itself, to 
really squash any dissent,” said CBS's Katie Couric. “I can 
remember getting in trouble with administration officials 
because of asking questions that they didn’t feel comfort- 
able with.” 

“There was just a drumbeat of support from the ad- 
ministration and it is not our job to debate them,” cow- 
ered ABC’s Charlie Gibson. 

Studies showed that of the 393 on-camera sources 
appearing on ABC, CBS, NBC and PBS newscasts, only 
one percent was anti-war and just six percent expressed 


skepticism. In “Trends and Tragedies” we built the case 
that high crimes and misdemeanors had been committed 
by President Bush and others in his administration. The 
correctness of the position we had taken from the onset 
of the war was irrefutably confirmed by additional infor- 
mation provided by former White House Press Secretary 
Scott McClellan, in his book “What Happened: Inside the 
Bush White House and Washington's Culture of Decep- 
tion.” Whistleblower McClellan accused the White House 
of “spreading distortions,” “shading the truth,” speaking 
“half-truths,” and telling “outright lies” in a “political pro- 
paganda campaign to sell the war to the America people.” 
(Trends Journal, Winter 2011) 
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the real story 


Bush administration 
officials screeching for 
the blood of Saddam 
Hussein included 
(from top): Condoleeza 
Rice, Ari Fleisher, Paul 
Wolfowitz; and Donald 
Rumsfeld and Dick 
Cheney (below). 


National Archives 
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Now, in April 2014, the tune’s the same, just the 
lyrics have changed. The current villain is Vladimir 
Putin, the new Adolf Hitler. Once again, the public 
is being lied into war and programmed to hate. And 
once again, every media Tom, Dick and Harriet has 
quickly bought into the lies and eagerly peddled 
them to anyone who will listen. 


FROM START TO FINISH 

Forecasting trends requires knowledge of the past 
and understanding of the present in order to antici- 
pate the future. Since the end of the Cold War, rela- 
tions between the U.S. and Russia have ranged from 
cordial, during Clinton’s years, to stormy, through 
Bush’s terms, and are now extremely rotten under 
Barack Obama's reign. For the general public of 
both nations, it was a distant relationship with no 
strong feelings one way or another. That is, up until 
now. 

l have been warning about “Cold War 2.0” break- 
ing out between the U.S. and Russia for years. 

Most recently, in the Winter 2014 Trends Journal, | 
wrote about how Russian President Putin stopped 
US. President Obama from launching a military 
strike against Syria. And how, as a result, President 
Obama’s prestige suffered after he backed down from 
his threat to punish Syrian President Assad for cross- 
ing the “red line” that Obama had drawn. In contrast, 
Forbes magazine, highly respected among America’s 
financial elite, ranked the Russian President — for 
taking measures to work towards peace in Syria — as 
the most powerful person in the world. 

But it was more than just Putin that had Obama’s 
prestige and poll numbers sinking to new lows. 
Obama’s act was turning sour. The appeal of the 
President's plastic smile and teleprompter oratory 
had run its course. After five years in office, Obama 
had failed to deliver either “Hope” or “Change” that 
anyone could believe in. He didn’t even deliver on 


Back In The (Old) USSR 

Kicking off his run for a return engagement, old boss 
Vladimir Putin, as it now stands, will win the race for 
Russian President in March 2012, despite some unexpect- 
edly vocal and well financed opposition ... and despite 
what he says is an attempt by the United States to derail 
his victory. 

Following parliamentary elections in December, large 
scale political protests erupted in Russia, provoked by 
claims that the elections had been rigged. In response to 
the unrest — unprecedented in his more than decade- 


the real story 


the first promise he made on his first day in office: 
To return America to the “moral high ground,” and 
“to restore the standards of due process and the core 
constitutional values that have made this country 
great,” by closing the Guantanamo Bay detention 
facility within a year. 

The only bragging rights Obama could claim was 
that “he” killed America’s Public Enemy No. 1, Osama 
bin Laden. What had been hyped as the signature 
piece of legislation that would define his legacy, 
“Obamacare,” turned out to be the biggest federal 
fiasco in the course of our nation’s history. 

Further hacking away at Obama’s image, Putin, in 
November 2013, killed a U.S.-sponsored trade agree- 
ment that was about to be struck between the Euro- 
pean Union, the International Monetary Fund and 
the Ukraine government by offering better terms. 
The rest is history. 

And amidst all I've read, watched and witnessed on 
the subject, the most thorough telling of the United 
States’ role in overthrowing Ukraine’s democratically 
elected government, the import of the Crimea situ- 
ation and the way Putin’s deal was scuttled and IMF 
terms imposed upon Ukraine ... has been done by 
Dr. Paul Craig Roberts. It’s all there for those wishing 
to open their minds, study the facts and draw their 
own conclusions. But the history you will read in Dr. 
Roberts accounting is not the history you will read in 
the official tomes a hundred years from today. Nor 
will it mirror the outright lies, twisted facts and gov- 
ernment propaganda being hawked by the Western 
media and sold by presstitutes today. Dr. Roberts has 
written history as it happened. You can read all about 
it in this issue (page 16) and on his web site: www. 
paulcraigroberts.org/ 

As detailed in Dr. Roberts’ observations, Ukraine 
was only one part of a much grander geopolitical 
strategy. Under the Obama Administration, U.S. con- 
flict with Vladimir Putin’s Russia was part ofa trend: 4 


long rule — Putin claimed it had been instigated by 
America: “I looked at the first reaction of our US part- 
ners,” Mr. Putin said. “The first thing that the Secretary of 
State did was say that they [the election results] were not 
honest and not fair, but she had not even yet received the 
material from the observers. She set the tone for some 
actors in our country and gave them a signal,” Mr. Putin 
continued. “They heard the signal and with the support 
of the US State Department began active work.” 

(Trends Journal, Winter 2012) 
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o years and several geopolitical squabbles 
later — in the months leading up to the 
Ukraine crisis — a not so subtle volley in a 

“More trouble with Russia” campaign was launched 
by the US. Not willing to let an atrocity go to waste, 

on 29 December 2013, following a terrorist bombing 
in a train station in Volgograd, a Russian city several 
hundred miles from where the Sochi 2014 Olympics 


REUTERS/Murad Sezer 
Leading up to the Sochi Olympics, media and government officials warned of looming terror attacks, hotels in disrepair, filth, yellow 
drinking water, and homophobes everywhere. The propaganda campaign primed Americans to view Russia unfavorably. 


were to be hosted, headlines across America blared: 
“Terror Attacks Hit Russia Leading Into 2014 Winter 
Olympics.” Week after week, leading up to the Feb- 
ruary games, government officials, “credible sources,” 
and “intelligence experts” warned Americans that 
travelling to Sochi was risky. From toothpaste bombs 
and shoe bombs to black widow bombers, the mes- 
sage was clear: 


s` 
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Security expert: It’s not if but when for Sochi Olympics terror attack 


Veteran security consultant Bill Rathburn hopes that he’s 
wrong about the upcoming Winter Olympics in Russia, 
but he has more than a hunch that he’s not. 

“The security threat is higher than it’s ever been in the 
history of the Olympic Games,” Rathburn told Yahoo 
News. “In my opinion, it’s not a matter of whether there 
will be some incident, it’s just a matter of how bad it’s 
going to be.” 

Rathburn, a former police chief in Los Angeles and 
Dallas, directed security for the 1996 Summer Games in 


The fear campaign worked. Just days before 
the opening ceremony, a February 5th CNN poll 
showed that 57 percent of Americans believed 
terror would strike during the Sochi Games. And 
that wasn’t all. According to the steady stream of 
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Atlanta and served in various planning roles for six other 
Olympics. 

Rathburn’s biggest concern is with Doku Umarov, de- 
scribed by some as “Russia's bin Laden.” Six months ago 
the Chechen rebel leader threatened attacks on civilians 
in Russia and urged Islamic separatists to use force to dis- 
rupt the Olympics, which he described as “satanic dances 
on the bones of our ancestors.” 


(Yahoo News, 16 January 2014) 


reports, hotel rooms were in disrepair, the city was 
filthy, poor people had been shipped out of sight 
and stray dogs shot. The Olympic venues were not 
ready, reporters claimed, it wasn't safe to drink 

the yellow water ... and there were homophobes 


the real story 


Would a down-and-out President take the nation to war to 
regain his lost power and diminishing popularity? 


everywhere. Minor annoyances were magnified George W. Bush’s job approval ratings 
and achievements were dismissed. Americans even = His dismal poll numbers skyrocketed after 9/11 
popularized a hashtag #SochiProblems on Twitter 36 
to highlight any failures. 70 
The propaganda campaign was a resounding suc- 60 
cess. U.S. TV ratings fell 12 percent from those for the Z 50 
Winter Olympics in Vancouver, four years earlier. Š 40 
A Gallup poll in early February showed 6o percent ~ 30 
of Americans viewed Russia unfavorably, the most 20 
since 1994, while 63 percent viewed Putin unfavor- 10 
ably. Thus, when the Ukraine crisis violently erupted, 0 5008 an ange aoe zoos 009 sang 
American minds had already been pre-programmed Source: Gallup 


by propaganda. Facts would not get in the way. The 
stage for war and hate had been masterfully set. 


BAD NEWS AND GOOD RATINGS 

After the 2000 Presidential election of hanging 
chads, uncounted ballots, and a Supreme Court 
decision that weaseled him into the White House, 
George W. Bush began his first term with a 57 per- 
cent approval rating. From that point on, it was all 
downhill. On the day before 9/11, Bush’s popularity 
rating fell to 51 percent. America was in recession and 
it had become obvious to everyone half awake that 
the President of the United States was as incompe- 
tent as he appeared to be. 

At the instant “terror” struck, however, Bush’s poll 
numbers skyrocketed, as if by magic. Just ten days 


later, with war drums loudly beating, his popularity 
soared to 90o percent. It was a miracle. Overnight,he longest war in American history. 


REUTERS/Kevin Lamarque 


was transformed from a disaster-in-the-making into Now, in April 2014, with Barack Obama sinking in 
the Commander in Chief. On 7 October 2001, with the poll ratings, would history repeat itself? Would 
88 percent of Americans and most of the Western a down-and-out President take the nation to war to 
world cheering him on, George W. Bush launched regain his lost power and diminishing popularity? 
Operation Enduring Freedom, what would be the Time and trends will tell. E] 


TRENDPOST 


It is said that generals always fight the last war. In 2000, 1 was be fought with dirty bombs, nuclear bombs, biological warfare, cyber 


the keynote speaker at Virginia Military Institute (VMI) for a sympo- attacks, and missiles delivering mass annihilation payloads. It will be 

sium on new millennium warfare. VMI invited me to discuss my fore- a Global Holocaust. Race, creed, color, gender, species ... more will die 

casts of how World War III would be fought and the weaponry that than survive. 

would be used. It was a subject I had been writing about for years in The facts are in front of you, the world is on the path to war. The 

the Trends Journal and in my book, Trends 2000 (Warner, 1997). propaganda machines are doing their jobs. Hate has filled the air. If 
I extended Einstein's remark— “I know not with what weapons the trends are not reversed, the next smoking gun may, indeed, be a 

World War III will be fought, but World War IV will be fought with mushroom cloud. 

sticks and stones” —to its now obvious conclusion: World War III will It was as clear as day. You could see it coming. 
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Do these constant warnings 


Sadly, they are more likely to drag us down 
and desensitize us to real danger 


By Trends Research Institute staff 


ND SEC oe Do you remember this frightening government-issued warning: Crop dusters may be 


commandeered by terrorists to dump lethal chemicals on your community? 
Remember that warning about dirty bombs packed in suitcases and left at bus stops? 
How about those color-coded alerts? Each color corresponded to a different level of 
paranoia you were advised to live with on that day. 


AELA 
Q DVISORY sys 


How about the obligatory Christmas 


season terrorism warnings delivered And, of course, many of us have had this one 


just as you were headed cross-country drummed into our heads: “lf you see something, say 
to be with family? And never mind that something.” 


shoe thing at airports, or how we rou- 
tinely subject children and the elderly 


ounces, one quart, one carry-on. 


Get the picture? Whether acknowledged or not, for 
more than a decade we've been subject to these types 


GUARDED to TSA body frisks becpnse a mysteri- of warnings with no accountability for those issuing 
“GENERAL Ris SKI ous random process picked them out. 


them. All we ever hear is that the threat is “unspe- 


cific” but “credible.” There’s no imminent danger, but 
be aware. 


ore 


A 


Those rituals are second nature to us 
now. 


More recently, there was that These warnings don't stop us from traveling on 
toothpaste tube scare and the always planes, attending public events, shopping or riding 
present 3-1-1 rule at airports — three public transportation. But they do hang over us, drag 
us down, dampen our spirit. We don't think about 
them as much as we once did, but they're always 
there. 

And that’s what occurred to us when that tooth- 
paste tube warning grabbed headlines. Really? Is this 
an actual threat? How do we know? Because we're 
told it’s “credible?” What are we supposed to do with 
that information anyway? 


Homeland Ş p 
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epiphany 


keep you safe? 


Back in 2004, security expert and blogger Bruce 
Schneier wrote: 

Repeated warnings do more harm than good by 
needlessly creating fear and confusion among those 
who still trust the government, and anesthetizing 
everyone else to any future alerts that might be impor- 
tant. And every false alarm makes the next terror alert 
less effective. 

That was written at a time when the wisdom be- 
hind these incessant, vague and frequent warnings 
was being directly challenged. Not so much these 
days. It is yet another unfounded and unchallenged 
reality we are forced to live with each day. 

Those “credible” threats come and go. They go 
right through us but they leave emotional residue 
along the way, slivers of fear, distrust, paranoia. And 
we no longer stop and ask: Are these warnings really 
necessary? Are they working? 

Prove it. Show us. 

Professor Andrew Silke, a psychologist and Direc- 
tor of Terrorism Studies at the University of East 
London, UK, wrote: 

Indeed, the most psychological strain is often not seen 
when attacks are frequent and common, but rather 
when they are rare and unpredictable. In the latter cir- 
cumstances it is harder to develop a sense of control over 
the situation, and in the end, having a sense of control is 
important — without it we are much more susceptible to 
our fears. 

In some respects, the U.S. today faces the worst of 
both worlds. The welcome absence of any terrorist 
attacks in the homeland since 2001, at one level, 
creates an impression of normality, yet this impres- 
sion is constantly being jostled by the frequent 
warnings and public announcements of a continu- 

ing threat. It is an unhappy balancing act which » 
shows no sign of ending soon. E 

Warn us about hurricanes, tornadoes and bliz- 
zards. We can take direct action to protect our- 
selves under those circumstances. But how do we 


REUTERS/Danny Moloshok 
Travelers line up like cattle to put their carry-on 


baggage through an x-ray machine and their bodies 
protect against toothpaste tubes at airport? EF] through other scanners at a TSA security checkpoint. 
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REAL ECONOMICS 


Stagnation rules 
the world’s economy 


Few signs of breaking free as most still struggle 


By Trends Research Institute Staff 


In this question-and-answer session, Trends Journal Publisher Gerald Celente fields a series of 


questions covering emerging and stagnant economic trends. The questions are designed to reflect 


the dominant trend lines fueling economic realities across the globe that directly affect your abil- 


ity to survive the uncertainty and seize opportunities to thrive. 


What do you make of the flat jobs reports we 
see each month in the U.S.? Is this the new 
norm? 

In the absence of a major equity market correc- 
tion, which is probable, we will continue to see 
respectable, but not strong, job growth. Look at the 
latest numbers. In March, 192,000 jobs were cre- 
ated, which was close to Wall Street's expectation of 
200,000 jobs. What was the reaction? The Nasdaq 
dove 2.5 percent and the Dow fell 150 points. If there 
really was a strong post-recession recovery, about 
300,000 jobs per month would be created; we need 
150,000 new jobs per month just to keep up with 
population growth. And when you look behind the 
numbers, you find the largest percentage of new jobs 
is in low-paying, temporary work, business service 
and health care sectors. 

It took more than six years to finally gain back the 
8.8 million jobs lost since the Great Recession began. 
Since then, we lost over two million higher paying 
manufacturing jobs while creating nearly two million 
in health care. Two million middle-class wages have 
been replaced with two million lower class wages. 


You have been consistent with a grim forecast 
for youth employment. Are you still of that 
mindset? 

What will change it? Where are they going to find 
work? Jobs are scarce and the economy is weak. In 
2009, President Obama assured us that his economic 
policies would produce 4.2 percent growth in 2013. 
Instead, there was a meager 1.9 percent growth rate. 

Look at the United States trade deficit. It rose from 
$39.28 billion in January to $42 billion in February. 
It’s simple math: the more we buy from somewhere 
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else, the less we make at home. The less we make, 
the fewer the jobs. The fewer the jobs, the higher the 
unemployment rate. It’s all tied together. 

For 18-29 year olds, the effective (U-6) unemploy- 
ment rate, which adjusts for labor force participation 
by including those who have given up looking for 
work, is at 15.5 percent. Given the economic funda- 
mentals, we forecast long term unemployment will 
keep growing. 

The jobless rate of Americans ages 25-34 who have 
only completed high school is at 10.6 percent. And 
what’s making it even more difficult for that group is 
that college grads are competing for low-paying jobs. 
Forty-four percent of Americans aged 22-27 with a 
bachelors degree or higher have jobs that don’t re- 
quire a college education. For households headed by 
someone 40-years-old or younger, wealth adjusted 
for inflation remains 30 percent below 2007 levels, 
according to the Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis. 
Some 70 percent of our GDP is consumer driven. 
Until America becomes a more self-sustaining 
economy, unemployment—youth or otherwise—will 
trend from bad to worse. 


Are global markets weathering political incom- 
petence, global uprisings and stagnant econo- 
mies better than expected? If so, what does that 
mean? Why haven't markets bottomed out? 
Global markets are weathering economic storms 
for one reason and one reason only. Cheap money! 
And lots of it! Since the Panic of ’08, global debt has 
soared more than 40 percent, to $100 trillion, by 
governments that have essentially “borrowed” their 
economies out of recession. And, with interest rates 
at record lows, venture capitalists, hedge funds, pri- 
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vate equity groups and assorted high stakes specula- 
tors have gone on a cheap money gambling binge. 
Considering the high levels of speculation based on 
the availability of cheap money, rather than on sound 
economic growth, I believe the markets will crash 
when one or more of the big speculators crash. 


What investment areas still look promising to 
you? 

Two years ago, when mortgage rates were at record 
lows, | invested in pre-Revolutionary War stone build- 
ings in Colonial Kingston. But now, with so much 
geopolitical and economic uncertainty, for me, only 
gold shines. 


Is gold, so far in 2014, trending as you ex- 
pected? 

Yes. The downside risk, as I see it, is around $1,100. 
On the upside, when gold breaks strongly above 
$1,475, | forecast it will be the beginning of the next 
Gold Bull Run. For me, gold is the ultimate safe 
haven investment. And in a world of dramatic uncer- 
tainty, to me, the down side risk is small compared to 
the upside potential. 


What is your forecast for both residential and 
commercial real estate growth for the rest of 
2014? 

Plain and simple, this has been an interest rate re- 
covery. When the rates go up, real estate goes down. 
And even with mortgage rates at their current levels, 
the best of the real estate rebound, | believe, is over. 


= 


What future are you seeing for bitcoin? 

Bitcoin reminds me a lot of the 1990s “Dot.com 
Bubble” days. What a show that was. 1 remember 
watching CNBC, reading the financial press and tun- 
ing into the network morning “news” shows where 
high-school-age whiz kids, accompanied by their 
parents, touted companies with no business plans 
that were selling nothing and making nothing. None 
of it made sense to me. What was | missing? In the 
end, not much. 

In October 1999, | accurately predicted that bubble 
would burst by the end the second quarter of 2000. 
(See Dot.com Bust, Trends Journal, Fall, 1999). | feel 
much the same way about bitcoin. It’s a digital cur- 
rency backed by nothing and it is difficult for me to 
grasp its operating principles and intrinsic value. We 
saw some proof of that in February when Mt. Gox, 
the world’s leading bitcoin exchange, vaporized and 
850,000 bitcoins belonging to customers evaporated. 

However, 1 do believe there is a future for digi- 
tal currencies, especially for investment firms and 
speculators who play it as a gamble. And it has gained 
some legitimacy following the recent IRS ruling 
that will treat bitcoin and other virtual currencies 
like property, such as stocks, and not as currency. 
That means that using bitcoins in retail transactions 
would be a taxable “event.” This is just the beginning. 
The Securities and Exchange Commission and other 
agencies are still studying whether bitcoin should be 
regulated. Thus, each country and various govern- 
ment agencies will be issuing decrees and setting 
rules that will affect digital currencies. 
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Kolin Burges, a self- 
styled cryptocurrency 
trader, holds up a 
placard to protest 
against Mt. Gox after the 
exchange disappeared. 


REUTERS/Toru Hanai 
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THE REAL STORY 


Washington is driving 
the world to the final war 


World hegemony is not a right America has earned 


Paul Craig Roberts 
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR 
AND FORMER ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE UNITED STATES TREASURY 


When the Soviet Union collapsed, it cleared the way for the rise of the neoconservatives and 
their ideology of U.S. world hegemony. The neoconservatives concluded that the Soviet collapse 


brought the end of history, by which they meant that history had chosen “American democratic 


capitalism,” which is neither democratic nor capitalist, as history’s final statement. History’s 


choice gives the government of the “exceptional, indispensable” American people the right to 


world hegemony. The problem for the neoconservatives is that not all of the world agrees with 


“history's choice.” Independent states, such as Serbia, Iraq, Libya, Iran, China, and Russia did not 


see themselves as provinces in Washington’s empire. Neither do India, Brazil, South Africa, Ven- 


ezuela, Bolivia, and Ecuador. 


The neoconservatives made a concerted and suc- 
cessful effort to take control of U.S. foreign policy 
and military doctrine. With the Clinton regime’s 
attack on Serbia, Washington began eliminating gov- 
ernments that are obstacles to its hegemony. 

The U.S. government has overthrown the Iraqi 
and Libyan governments with military force, insti- 
gated a military attack by outside Islamist forces 
on the Syrian government, demonized lran as a 
precursor to military attack, captured the former 
Russian province of Georgia in a U.S.-financed 
“color revolution,” overthrown the elected Hondu- 
ran government, unleashed orchestrated protests 
against the government of Venezuela, threatened 
Bolivia and Ecuador, routinely attacks with drones 
and missiles populations in Pakistan and Yemen, 
and has been at war against the Taliban in Afghani- 
stan for 13 years. 

Iran, Russia, and China are being surrounded with 
U.S. military bases, and now the neoconservatives in 
Washington have captured Ukraine with a Washing- 
ton-sponsored coup against a democratically elected 
government. Washington claims that the Ukraine 
government was corrupt. Corrupt like who — 
Washington and the EU? 
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WASHINGTON CONFRONTS RUSSIA WITH A 
STRATEGIC THREAT 

Washington's coup in Ukraine brought not only a 
threat to the Russian population in Ukraine but also 
a direct strategic threat to Russia itself. The Russian 
government got in the way of Washington’s march 
to hegemony by, together with the UK parliament, 
blocking Obama’s military invasion of Syria and by 
producing a diplomatic solution to Iranian enrich- 
ment of uranium for nuclear energy. Washington 
was much annoyed as Washington had invested 
much time and money in setting up Syria and Iran 
for military attack. 

Washington concluded that Russia needed to be 
confronted with, or distracted by, problems that 
would leave the Russian government less confident 
or able to counter Washington's aggression else- 
where. 

Ukraine presented the perfect opportunity for 
Washington to advance its hegemonic agenda. In 
a speech at the National Press Club last December, 
Assistant Secretary of State Victoria Nuland boasted 
that Washington had invested $5 billion in non- 
governmental organizations (NGOs) in Ukraine. 
Allegedly, the purpose of NGOs is to “teach democ- 
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Activists of the Right 
Sector movement 
introduced violence into 
the initially peaceful 
protests in support of 
EU membership for 
Ukraine. 


REUTERS/Vasily Fedosenko 


racy.” However, Ukraine already had a democracy. In 


reality the NGO organizations are U.S. fifth columns 
that can be used to organize protests and to provide 
support for Washington’s candidates for the Ukraine 
government. 

Western pressure was applied to the democrati- 
cally elected government of President Victor Yanu- 
kovich to join the EU. The Ukrainian government 
considered the proposal and decided rationally that 
the Ukraine economy was integrated with the Rus- 
sian economy and that the trade, subsidy, and loan 
advantages of its association with Russia were worth 
more than EU membership, which would likely bring 
an IMF adjustment program that would result in the 
looting of the Ukraine economy. When Ukraine de- 
clined EU membership, Washington set in motion its 
NGO fifth columns. Protests began in Kiev demand- 
ing that the elected government change its mind and 
join the EU. 

The protests were nonviolent until well-organized 
ultra-nationalist organizations, such as the Right 
Sector introduced violence and took over the pro- 
tests, changing the demands from joining the EU to 
overthrowing the democratic government. President 
Yanukovich had reached an agreement with EU rep- 
resentatives to implement constitutional changes 
that could result in Ukraine being voted into the EU, 
but this agreement fell by the wayside with the rise of 
the Right Sector's takeover of the protests. 

It is unclear whether Washington worked with the 


Right Sector or overlooked it. The ultra nationalists 
and Washington’s stooges are at odds. It is unclear 
how the differences will be resolved. 

Washington did overlook important facts about 
modern day Ukraine. For about 200 years Ukraine 
was part of the Russian empire and the Soviet 
Union. The Russian Black Sea naval base is located 
in Crimea. Crimea, a Russian province for most of 
the period since the time of Catherine the Great, 
was added to the Soviet Republic of Ukraine in 1954 
by Khrushchev at a time when Russia and Ukraine 
were parts of the same country. The Crimean popu- 
lation is mainly Russian. Other parts of present day 
southern and eastern Ukraine are Russian territories 
included in the Soviet Republic of Ukraine by Lenin. 
When the Soviet Union dissolved and Russia allowed 
Ukraine to become independent, these Russian ter- 
ritories remained part of Ukraine. Consequently, 
Ukraine is an untenable combination of Russian 
people and Russophobic Ukrainians in the western 
part of present day Ukraine. 

The Ukrainian government confronted the orches- 
trated protests with unarmed police and followed 
up this mistake with another — the police were dis- 
banded. Lacking protection, Yanukovich and his party 
fled or went into hiding. A Washington stooge, Yat- 
seniuk, was appointed, not elected, prime minister. 
Yatseniuk is the person selected by Assistant Secretary 
of State Victoria Nuland and the U.S. Ambassador 
in Ukraine in their telephone conversation in which 


For about 200 years Ukraine was part of the 
Russian empire and the Soviet Union. 
The Russian Black Sea naval base is located in Crimea. 
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they choose the members of the stooge government. 
Transcripts and recordings of the leaked conversation 
are abundant. See, for example, here: http://www. 
bbc.com/news/world-europe-26079957 and here: 
http://rt.com/news/nuland-phone-chat-ukraine-927/ 

Washington's stooge government, once installed, 
either lacked all judgment or went straight to work 
setting up confrontations with the Russian provinces 
in Ukraine. The stooge government passed a law 
outlawing the official use of the Russian language. 
Proposals were introduced to arrest residents who 
retained dual Russian/Ukrainian citizenship. Many 
Russophobic statements were issued. For example, 
former prime minister Tymoshenko, released by 
the coup from prison where she was serving time 
for corruption, declared in an intercepted telephone 
conversation that “it’s about time we grab our guns 
and go kill those damn Russians together with their 
leader.” http://rt.com/news/tymoshenko-calls- 
destroy-russia-917/ 

The Right Sector destroyed Soviet war memorials 
dedicated to the memory of the Russian troops who 
liberated Ukraine from Hitler’s armies. Videos are 
available online of Right Sector thugs attacking Rus- 


sians on the streets in cities in eastern Ukraine. 


the real story 


The violent words and deeds issuing from the 
Washington-installed government alarmed the Rus- 
sian speaking populations in Crimea and southern 
and eastern Ukraine. The elected government in 
Crimea voted to separate from Ukraine, and the 
Crimean population in a high vote turnout of 84% 
voted 97% to rejoin Russia. Washington misrepre- 
sented this democratic act of self-determination as 
a “Russian invasion and annexation.” Washington's 
blatant lie was trumpeted by the Western presstitute 
media worldwide. 


A SERIOUS MISCALCULATION BY WASHINGTON 

On March to the U.S. Department of State issued 
a document listing President Putin’s “to False Claims 
about Ukraine.” In fact the document was Wash- 
ington’s “to lies about Russian aggression against 
Ukraine.” The latest lies from the Obama regime, 
repeated endlessly by the presstitute media, are that 
Russian troops and tanks are massing on the Ukraine 
border. This lie has been disputed by NBC News. 
http://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/ukraine-crisis/ 


A woman walking by a 
poster calling people to 
vote in the referendum, 
in the Crimean port city 
of Sevastopol. 


REUTERS/Baz Ratner 


tour-ukraine-russia-border-finds-no-signs-military- 
buildup-n67336 
Russia is being warned not to invade Ukraine. 
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There is no love lost 
between Russia’s Pres- 
ident Vladimir Putin 
and U.S. President 
Barack Obama, shown 
here at a G20 summit. 


AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster 


Washington's puppet states in Eastern Europe are 
calling for US aircraft and NATO troops to protect 
them from a nonexistent threat of a Russian inva- 
sion of Eastern Europe. Washington is pressuring 
its NATO puppets to spend more on armaments 
and to speed up forward deployments of troops to 
Russia’s borders. NATO announced that it has sus- 
pended civilian and military cooperation with Russia. 
http://rt.com/news/nato-military-cooperation- 
russia-641/ NATO member foreign ministers are 
meeting in Brussels to work out details of a planned 
military escalation in Eastern Europe. http://news. 
antiwar.com/2014/03/31/nato-fms-to-meet-plan- 
build-up-in-eastern-europe/print/ Washington 

is conducting numerous war games on Russia’s 
borders and is establishing NATO relationships 
with Moldova, Armenia, and Azerbaijan. http:// 
news.antiwar.com/2014/04/o1/nato-plans-military- 
buildup-in-caucasus/ The unelected stooge gov- 
ernment in Ukraine has agreed to participating in 
military exercises with NATO. http://news.antiwar. 
com/2014/04/o1/ukraine-to-host-nato-war-games- 
prompting-russian-warning/ 

No one in Washington or Europe has the wits to 
consider how all this bellicosity and saber-rattling 
looks to Putin and the Russian government. The 
lies are so thick that Putin and the Russian govern- 
ment have lost all belief in the integrity or word of 
Washington and the EU. Washington overthrows 
an elected government in Ukraine and declares an 
unelected government imposed by Washington to 
be “legal and legitimate,” but self-determination 
by Crimeans is “illegal and legitimate” and requires 
sanctions against Russia. The very governments 
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who organized a coup against the elected Ukrainian 
government now call on Russia “to take immediate 
steps to return to compliance with international 
law.” What this means is that Russia should ignore 
Crimean self-determination and hand Crimea to 
Washington's stooge government in Kiev so Wash- 
ington can evict Russia from its Black Sea naval base, 
thereby blocking Russian access to the Mediterra- 
nean Sea. Without access to the Mediterranean, Rus- 
sia cannot defend its naval facility in Tartus, Syria, 
the only naval base in the Mediterranean Sea not 
under the control of the U.S. or U.S. puppets. 

This arrogance from Washington comes after 
Russia has observed Washington's strategic moves 
against Russian national interests and sovereignty for 
two decades. 

Washington’s promises to Russia that NATO 
would not be expanded into Eastern Europe were 
broken and NATO was taken to Russia’s border. 
Washington withdrew from the ABM treaty, which 
prohibited escalating the arms race with anti-ballistic 
missile systems designed to negate an opponent's 
strategic nuclear deterrent, thus making nuclear war 
“winnable.” 

Washington arranged with a deranged Polish 
government to deploy anti-ballistic missile bases on 
Poland’s border with Russia, thus dooming Poland to 
annihilation if war breaks out. In 2010 Washington 
deployed Patriot Advanced Capability-3 missiles in 
Morag, Poland, about 35 kilometers from Russian 
territory. This is the first permanent deployment of 
land-based interceptor missiles outside the U.S. In 
2018 advanced versions of interceptor missiles are to 
be positioned on Russia’s borders under Phase 3 of 


the European Phased Adaptive Approach U.S.-NATO 
Plan. To reassure Russia, Washington has talked 
about perhaps not going forward with the additional 
deployments, but certainly will use the crisis that 
Washington has instigated as justification for going 
forward with the additional ABM missiles on Russia’s 
borders. The U.S. and NATO have guided missile 
destroyers and cruisers equipped with interceptor 
missiles in the Mediterranean and will complete 

the surrounding of Russia with deployments to the 
Black, Baltic, Barents, and Norwegian Seas. 

At this point it becomes easy to indwell Putin’s 
mind: “The Americans tell us the fantastic lie that 
the purpose of American missile bases in Poland is 
to protect Europe from non-existent Iranian ICBMs. 
The Americans change their war doctrine to elevate 
their nuclear weapons from a retaliatory deterrent 
to a pre-emptive first strike force. The Americans 
pretend that this change in their war doctrine is 
directed at terrorists, but we know it is directed at 
Russia. The Americans have financed ‘color revolu- 
tions’ in Georgia and Ukraine and hope to do so in 
the Russian Federation itself. The Americans support 
the terrorists in Chechnya. The Americans trained 
and equipped the Georgian military and gave it the 
green light to attack our peacekeepers in South Os- 
setia. The Americans have financed the overthrow 
of the elected government in Ukraine and blame me 
for the anxiety this caused among Crimeans who 
on their own volition fled Ukraine and returned to 
Russia from whence they came. Even Gorbachev said 
that Khrushchev should never have put Crimea into 
Ukraine. Solzhenitsyn said that Lenin should not 
have put Russian provinces into eastern and south- 
ern Ukraine. Now I have these Russian provinces 
agitating to return to Russia, and the Americans are 
blaming me for the consequences of their own reck- 
less and irresponsible actions. 

“The Americans say 1l want to rebuild the Soviet 
Empire. Yet, the Americans witnessed me withdraw 
from Georgia when | had this former Russian prov- 
ince in my hands, thanks to Russia’s victory in the 
short-lived war instigated by the Americans. 

“There is no end to the American lies. 1 have done 
everything possible to respond to provocations in a 
low-key reasonable manner, offering to work things 
out diplomatically, as has my Foreign Minister Lav- 
rov. But the Americans continue to provoke and to 
hide their provocations behind lies. The Americans 
brazenly bring to me a strategic threat in Ukraine, a 
former Russian province. They intend to put Ukraine 
in NATO, the purpose of which expired with the So- 


viet collapse. They intend to put more missile bases 
on Russia’s borders, and they intended to evict Russia 
from its Black Sea naval base, our warm water port 
“Americans have no intention of working anything 
out. They intend to subjugate Russia. Washington 
wants Russia powerless, surrounded with ABM bases 
that degrade our strategic deterrent to uselessness. 
These Americans will not work with me. They will 
not listen to me or to Russia’s Foreign Minister. They 
only hear their own call for American hegemony over 
the world. My only alternative is to prepare for war.” 
The government of China, having read Washing- 
ton’s war plans for war against China and being fully 


1 6 


aware of Washington’s “pivot to Asia,” in which the 
“indispensable nation” announced its “safe-guarding 
of peace” by surrounding China with naval and air 
bases, understands that it has the same Washington 
enemy as does Russia. 

Washington, overflowing with hubris and arro- 


gance and filled with confidence from its choice by 


History as the hegemonic power, is driving the world 
to the final war. E] 


TRENDPOST 


As this edition of the Trends Journal publishes, pro-Russian separatists are hold- 
ing fort in Ukrainian communities along the eastern border, as Kiev threatens to 


the real story 


Airmen board a NATO 


AWACS reconnaissance 


aircraft. NATO said it 


would send more ships, 


planes and troops 
to eastern Europe to 


reassure allies worried 
by Russia's annexation 


of Crimea but shied 
away from new 


permanent bases in the 
east as Poland wanted. 


REUTERS/Ints Kalnins 


intervene. It’s a battle Ukraine cannot win. Washington's grand scheme to enve- 
lope all of Ukraine into EU and NATO embrace backfired because Russian and 
Russian-speaking Ukrainians would not buy in. Crimea is already lost. Others 
can easily follow. Washington grossly miscalculated and is incapable of admit- 
ting its own miscalculations. As a result, Washington is left with no other choice 
but to push this conflict further, perhaps even to the brink of war. 
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WHAT CHOICE? 


Whoever wins, you lose 


The election game is rigged against ‘We the People’ 


By Gerald Celente 
PUBLISHER 


April 2014: The next “Presidential Reality Show” has already begun. While no party 


members have officially announced they are running in the 2016 race for the White House, the 


obvious suspects are jockeying for position. 


Americans are constantly told they live in the 
world’s greatest democracy. And, with fewer U.S. 
products to sell overseas, Washington justifies 
exporting its brand of democracy by attacking 
sovereign nations and overthrowing governments 
under the guise that freedom-loving people yearn 
for it. Yet America itself functions as a democracy 
in name only. The United States is run by two po- 
litical gangs, Republicans and Democrats, both of 
which boast long track records of starting murder- 
ous wars and of stealing citizens’ money under the 
guise of taxes. 

The election process is essentially a game show 
on which the game is rigged. The politicians and 
presstitutes, having brainwashed citizens into believ- 
ing their vote counts, propagandize that if you don’t 
vote you have no right to complain. 

Vote for what? Each Election Day Americans are 
given the choice to cast a ballot for members of ei- 
ther the Republican or Democrat gang. And every 
four years they get to choose a new gang leader, one 
they call “President.” Given the near impossible odds 
of fielding viable third party candidates—due to the 
draconian “rules” imposed by the two-party Mafia 
to blunt competition, and the billions it would cost 
to wage an effective national campaign—in 2016, 
citizens will likely have the opportunity to elect the 
better of two con artists. 


TRENDPOST 


In the absence of new entrants from the established parties, a viable third- 
party challenger, and/or a major wild card event, we forecast a Hillary Clinton 
vs. Rand Paul race in 2016. And, if the election were to be held today, consider- 
ing Rand Paul’s hard line anti-abortion stand and vacillating position on same 
sex marriage, we project that Hillary Clinton would squeak out a victory. 

Place your bets. Whoever wins, you lose. 
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THE CONTESTANTS 

In left field, over on the Democrat side, barely get- 
ting any media attention, is former House member 
Dennis Kucinich, who was defeated in his last run for 
Congress. Vice President Joseph Biden is running a 
distant second behind former Secretary of State Hill- 
ary Clinton. Other than the occasional pro-Hillary 
polls and puff pieces that presstitutes put out, there 
is no excitement in the air for any of the Democrat 
contestants. 

On the Republican side, it’s more of the same 
though there are more possible contenders. Repre- 
sentative Paul Ryan (Romney’s Vice Presidential run- 
ning mate in 2012), Senators Marco Rubio, Ted Cruz 
and Rand Paul are getting most of the press, with 
honorable mention of Sarah Palin, the former Gov- 
ernor of Alaska and 2008 Vice Presidential running 
mate of Senator John McCain. 

That’s it! A narrow field of “has-beens,” “never- 
weres,” “wanna-be’s” and “know-it-alls” are the only 
options being given a population of 316 million 
people to chose from. 


TIME AND PLACE 

Aside from the missing passenger jet that domi- 
nated headlines for several weeks, the news at the 
top of the political agenda in Spring of 2014 is the 
Ukraine crisis and Crimea’s vote to rejoin Russia. 

Hillary Clinton compared Crimea 2014 to Czecho- 
slovakia 1930 and said Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s actions were like ‘what Hitler did back in the 
30s. And Vice President Biden — managing to ignore 
that over 80 percent of Crimean’s turned out to vote, 
with nearly 97 percent voting “yes” to reestablish 
its centuries-long union with Russia (see page 16) in 
what international observers called a fair and clean 
election process — declared it to be “blatant, blatant 
violation of international law ... nothing more than 
a land grab.” Pimping himself before 1,000 LGBT 


Va 
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rights supporters at a Los Angeles gala, Biden made a 
stab at 


Among Republican hopefuls, the entire choir was 
singing the same Ukrainian tune: “Obama’s weak, 
lam strong; if 1 were President, I’'d put Putin in his 
place.” Even self-styled libertarian Rand Paul strayed 
from his Dad’s “no foreign intervention” mantra. 
Following the Crimea vote, Paul said, “I would rein- 
stitute the missile-defense shields President Obama 
abandoned in 2009 in Poland and the Czech Repub- 
lic.” And, he said, “Let me be clear: If 1 were Presi- 
dent, I wouldn't let Vladimir Putin get away with it.” 

Along with gun control, NSA spying, unflinching 
support for Israel, and anti-Iran rhetoric, the other 


yd oper 


In 2016, 


citizens 
will likely 
have the 
opportunity 
to elect 
the better 
of two con 
artists. 
Anthony Freda 

background issue among Republican hopefuls was 

the repeal of President Obama’s signature piece of 

legislation, The Affordable Care Act, aka Obamacare, 

which was being ridiculed as one of the greatest 

government-run administrative failures in American 

history. 

Yet, among all the candidates, of both parties, not 

one of “the party” members has offered bright new 

ideas or clear concepts to deal with the worsening 

bread and butter issues plaguing the population, 

everyday problems such as the lack of good jobs, de- 

clining real wages, rising food and fuel prices, utility 

and phone bill shock, rotting infrastructure, decaying 

cities, income inequality — and an income tax sys- 

tem that promoted the situation. 
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GLOBALNOMICS 


Uprisings span four 


Beneath the surface, they share a common thread 


Bosc E j 
N PaT »* 7 
REUTERS/Firas Badawi 
A man tries to recover a body at a site hit by a 
bomb in Aleppo’s al-Myassar neighborhood, 
April 16, 2014. 


Take a trip around the world. Add up the 
conflicts. With each passing day you'll count 
a new round of violence. Political tensions, 
ethnic strife, regional divisions, religious 
differences ... the issues are complex. But Venezuela 
at the bottom of it all is the bottom line. 
From general strikes and unrest in Argentina 
and Venezuela, where inflation is galloping 
at a double digit pace, to double-digit 
unemployment rates sweeping across much 
of Europe and putting protestors out on 
the streets and crashing though barricades, 
it all comes down to money: Far too few Are eniina 
have much too much and far too many have 
much too little. 

We make our case on the following page 


with four examples. > 


Base map iStockPhoto. 
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globalnomics 


corners of the globe 


: With nothing left to lose, people are losing it 
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Right: A fighter jet flies 
overhead as Ukrainian 
soldiers sit on an 
armored personnel 
carrier in Kramatorsk, in 
eastern Ukraine. 


REUTERS/Marko Djurica 


Far right: An anti- 
government protester 
shouts slogans and 
waves a Thai national 
flag as soldiers stand 
guard during a rally 
outside the Ministry of 
Justice in Bangkok. 


REUTERS/Chaiwat Subprasom 


4 More uprisings: a closer look at four areas of conflict 


F 


Ukraine 


Viktor Yanukovych was the democratically elected 
president of this nation who turned his back on the 
European Union in favor of closer ties with border- 
ing Russia. The western, Europe-leaning portions of 
the country, long struggling with a depressed econ- 
omy, exploded — quite literally — with anger after 
Yanukovych chose Russia over the EU as the remedy 
for a bankrupt economy. 

The protestors, with behind-the-scenes manipula- 
tion by Washington and the EU, were victorious in 
forcing Yanukovych from power. As he fled, the gates 
of his residence, the Mezhgorye mansion outside of 
Kiev, swung open for all of Ukraine and the world 
to see how the corrupt elite live while the masses 
remain hopeless. The opulence of his lifestyle con- 
firmed all suspicions. 

But Russia did not stand idle while a legitimately- 
empowered government was overthrown. The an- 
nexation of Crimea, on the south-eastern coast of 
Ukraine, was one outcome. Within a matter of weeks 
of that takeover, the growing strife in the region 
became viewed as an ethnic conflict pitting Western 
Ukrainians, known for their pro-European aspira- 
tions, against Russian-speaking and Russian-rooted 
Eastern Ukrainians, who supported the annexation. 

In the eyes of much of the world this has, indeed, 
become an ethnic battle. But at its core, the root of 
this uprising is the same we see across the four cor- 
ners of the world: With nothing left to lose, people 
will be losing it. 
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Thailand 


As with so many nations of the world, Thailand 
is the sum of many parts, cobbled together over 

time by foreign conquerors or invading neighbors. 
Protesters who have been “occupying Bangkok” for 
the past five months are, in part, rekindling regional 
and ethnic divisions that have been simmering for 
decades. Yet, beneath the ethnic strife, calls for seces- 
sion and threats of a military coup or a dictatorship, 
the conflict has grown out of the widening divide be- 
tween a more prosperous south and an economically 
deprived rural north, north east and urban poor. 

Current Thai Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra, 
the sister of telecommunications billionaire Shaksin 
Shinawatra, whose government was overthrown in 
a 2006 military coup, was brought to power follow- 
ing the 2011 general election with support from an 
economically depressed majority. Although both 
dominant parties are led by a ruling political class, 
the current conflict has been reduced by the media 
to a fight between those from the mostly poor north 
vs. a more middle- and richer-class south. 

We forecast that — considering that the majority 
of voters are from the north, northeast and urban 
poor (who have successfully voted in the last three 
governments since the 2006 coup) — the Bangkok 
protest movement will fail to achieve its primary goal 
of replacing the Shinawatra government. As tensions 
escalate, Thailand will trend closer to civil war and 
secession movements will gain momentum. And, 
to varying degrees and on different timetables, so 
too will neighboring Vietnam, Myanmar, Laos and 
Cambodia for essentially the same reasons: Far too 
few have much too much, and far too many have 
much too little. With nothing left to lose, people will 
be losing it. 


Nigeria 
More of the same story, just a different location, 
different creeds and color, Nigeria, is both a creation 


and victim of late nineteenth- to early twentieth- 
century British colonization. The amalgamation of 
two neighboring so-called “British protectorates” in 
western Africa, Nigeria, which gained independence 
in 1960, like so many other artificially-created former 
colonies, has an ongoing history of regional, ethnic 
and religious conflicts marked by military coups, civil 
war, and ethnic strife. Currently, the seventh most 
populous country in the world, boasting the largest 
economy in Africa thanks to its oil reserves, Nigeria 
is religiously and regionally divided between the 
Christian South and the Muslim North. 

The April 2014 bus-station bombing in Abuja, Ni- 
geria’s capital, which killed 71 people and wounded 
hundreds, was an escalation of violence that has 
been building for years. While no group claimed re- 
sponsibility, “officials” attributed the attack to Boho 
Harman Islamists, a group the government has been 
battling for years. And while regional differences and 
religious extremism are factors behind the escalating 
violence, it is massive poverty, an ineffectual central 
government and rampant corruption that is en- 
demic, not only to Nigeria, but common to much of 
Africa, that will keep fueling unrest and destabilizing 
the continent. It’s the same story: With nothing left 
to lose, people will be losing it. 


globalnomics 


worker and other 


station in Abuja. 


protesters protect 


Far left: A Red Cross 


REUTERS/Afolabi Sotunde 


volunteers help move a 
body into the mortuary 
of the Asokoro General 
Hospital after a bomb 
blast at a crowded bus 


Left: Anti-government 


themselves with shields 


during riots in Caracas. 


REUTERS/Christian Veron 


Venezuela 


This South American country of 29 million, which 
the American public knows little about but learned 
to dislike during the 14-year rule of the late Hugo 
Chavez, is in the midst of economic calamity, political 
violence and social unrest. Inflation is galloping along 
at nearly 6o percent. There are widespread shortages 
of basic foods and products. And, since February, over 
40 people have been killed in street protests. 

Although Venezuela has some of the world’s larg- 
est oil and natural gas reserves and is a leading oil 
exporter, decades of mismanagement and a long 
history of corruption have left South America’s most 
highly urbanized society plagued with power black- 
outs and an antiquated infrastructure. Its president, 
Nicolas Maduro, who was hand-picked by Chavez 
and who narrowly won election in April 2013, has 
charged the U.S. with fomenting a Ukraine-style 
coup in a bid to “get their hands on Venezuelan oil.” 

Maduro accuses Washington of backing Venezu- 
ela’s opposition coalition, with the “aim of paralyzing 
the main cities of the country, copying badly what 
happened in Kiev, where the main roads in the cit- 
ies were blocked off until they made governability 
impossible, which led to the overthrow of the elected 
government of Ukraine.” 

In the broader region, whether it’s Brazil, whose 
once-hot economy is in decline and where tensions 
between rich and poor are rising while pressure 
mounts on the ruling coalition to answer corruption 
allegations against Petrobras, the country’s largest 
company; or Argentina, where recent general strikes 
were held in opposition to austerity measures, de- 
clining living standards, rising unemployment and 
rampant inflation — it’s the same story: With noth- 
ing left to lose, people will be losing it. 


SPRING 2014 | THE TRENDS JOURNAL 


27 


GREECE: Protestors across Europe, like this man 
at a rally in Athens (above), are frustrated with EU 
austerity measures that hit the middle and lower 
classes harder than the privileged. 


REUTERS/Yorgos Karahalis 


SPAIN: Protesters demonstrate against poverty 

and EU-imposed cutbacks in Madrid (right and far 
right). These “Dignity Marches” brought hundreds 
of thousands to the capital. They were protesting in 
support of more than 160 different causes, includ- 
ing jobs, housing, health, education and an end to 
poverty. 


REUTERS/Sergio Perez, right; Paul Hanna, far right 
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Angry. 
Desperate. 
Outraged. 


Throughout most 
of Europe, people 
march against EU 
financial policies 


REUTERS/Sergio Perez 
SPAIN: A placard expresses the depth of frustration 


of protestors in Madrid. The unequal distribution 
of wealth and lack of hope for a better life is the 
undercurrent of protests across Europe. 
The demonstrations are invariably reported 
as a reaction to government austerity initia- 
tives, as if the absence of those measures would 
leave demonstrators with no reason to protest. 
But look at these photos. Look at the faces. 
From the young, who have virtually nothing 
to lose — no jobs, no savings, no future — to 
pensioners, retirees, the out-of-work and the 
gone-out-of-business 60-plus crowd who are 
losing or who have lost everything, the story’s 
essentially the same no matter what country 


youre in: Depression. > 
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FRANCE: A protester dressed as a prisoner marches 
through the streets of Paris during a demonstration 
against austerity plans. 


REUTERS/Christian Hartmann 


GREECE: Austerity protestors shout out anti-government slogans during a rally 
outside the Finance Ministry in Athens. 


REUTERS/Alkis Konstantinidis 
T 
$ 


ITALY: Police and protestors clash in Rome. Police 
used shields and night sticks to break up crowds. 
As unrest and violence grows, how long will it take 
before governments begin to fall in Europe? 


REUTERS/Alessandro Bianchi 


FRANCE: A protester dressed as a banker marches in 


Q wx 2 an anti-austerity rally in Paris. 
a” . REUTERS/Christian Hartmann 
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another view 


<4 Yet, since the Panic of 08, with adult and youth Call it what they will, and label the protesters by 
unemployment at 27 percent and 58 percent respec- whatever names politicians and the media choose 
tively in Greece, and remaining at double-digit highs | — radicals, anarchists, labor unions, public service 
in many countries throughout Europe, the media workers, students, militants, etc. — the depth of 
still labels the economic and social hardships affect- these movements should not be underestimated. It’s 
ing the vast majorities, “recession.” about much more than just street protests and > 
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another view 


4 reactions to austerity measures. less, lose pensions and benefits, have their retire- 


“Austerity measures?” That’s White Shoe Boy lan- ment age increased, pay more taxes and receive fewer 
guage. In street language, they're “insanity measures” services — and for good measure, have valuable 


guaranteed to drive the over-burdened populace state and national assets sold to private investors at 
out of their minds and onto the streets. In order to bargain-basement prices. 
cover the gargantuan bad bets made by the greediest As socioeconomic conditions continue to dete- 


of the “investor” class and biggest of the “too big to riorate, the paths these marchers are taking will lead 
fail” banks, government measures were enacted that to civil war, class war and social upheaval. As the 
would force the general public to work more, earn summer heats up, as economic misery spreads and 
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another view 


y 
s, 
oy f pee 
W BELGIUM: A demonstrator is sprayed with tear gas during a European 
S trade union austerity protest in central Brussels. 
T, “ < REUTERS/Francois Lenoir 


T O SPAIN: Tens of thousands of frustrated protestors from across the country con- 

verged on Madrid (above) calling for an end to EU-imposed cutbacks which have 
deepened poverty for the worst-off. Widespread unemployment and a lower 
standard of living, especially for middle-class workers (below), has fueled the 
size of the protests. 


REUTERS/Paul Hanna, above; Javier Barbancho, below 


ITALY: A man is bloodied during clashes with police 
during protests in downtown Rome (above). 


as tempers boil, and considering the government 
and IMF measures already in place, a great risk ex- 
ists for an “off-with-their-heads” moment to erupt in 
one or more of the austerity-ravaged nations of the 


world. E] 
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The search for flight MH 370 


The real story is ocean garbage 


By Zeke West 


CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


The hunt for missing flight MH 370 proved quite the media-frenzy fodder for CNN. What a 
marathon that network put on, despite the scarcity of any real news. That didn’t stop CNN from 


tagging every insignificant nuisance “breaking news” or from reaching out to drag every retired 


aviation “expert” back into the talking-heads fray, and asking them the same question in a hun- 


dred different ways. 


Possible Object š 
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However, this pointless coverage blitz did acci- 
dentally manage to uncover a real story: Our oceans 
are filthy. Remember those promising leads CNN 
and others reported? How many times did we learn 
about floating debris that could have been pieces of 
the plane only to have it turn out that the debris was 
simply garbage. 

Man-made waste is collecting in floating, conti- 
nent-sized areas of oceans around the globe. These 
vast “Garbage Patches” accumulate when the winds 
and water currents combine to create vortices that 
trap massive quantities of debris rather than allow it 
to scatter and disperse. But they do not appear as ob- 
vious floating masses. Rather, they form a thin layer 
of plastic particulates suspended just beneath the 
surface, but with enough larger debris left afloat to 
repeatedly lead the MH 370 search teams astray. 

The Eastern Pacific Garbage Patch is the largest of 
these aquatic landfills. Conservative estimates say it 
covers 270,000 square miles; other studies put the 
figure at a staggering 5.8 million square miles. As 
a point of reference, the continental United States 
measures 3.7 million square miles. It is known that 
similar accumulations exist in the Indian and Atlan- 
tic Oceans as well. 

Findings dating back to the late go's show that in 
areas with high concentrations of debris, the plastic 
particulates can outnumber plankton by 6:1. Plank- 
ton are the literal foundation of the marine ecosys- 
tem, as well as producers of 50 percent of the air we 
breathe. Left unchecked, this loss of plankton is likely 
to have dire consequences for all ocean life and, by 
extension, the entire planet. 

Moreover, the floating refuse is only the tip of 
The amount of ocean garbage found in the course 
of the search for MH 370 is appalling. 

REUTERS 


= 


the garbageberg. The majority of man-made waste, 
around 70 percent, eventually sinks to the ocean 
floor. Vast quantities of agricultural and residential 
chemical run-off, raw sewage and industrial waste 
constantly pour into the oceans. And that inflicts 
severe damage on marine habitats, even resulting in 
ocean “dead zones” unable to support any aquatic 
life. These dead zones are commonly found outside 
of major coastal cities all over the world. 

Along with other adverse human influences on the 
marine environment, pollution has reached a critical 
mass. From drastically diminished catches of mer- 
cury-laden fish to the utter destruction of marine-life 
habitats, urgent attention is needed. Concerted ef- 
forts must be taken to both stem the tide of ocean 
pollution and repair the existing damage. 

Meanwhile, a jetliner on the ocean floor, however 
tragic, should hardly command the extended and full 
attention of the media supposedly charged with sup- 
plying us with news that actually matters. I] 


Cleanup and damage assessment projects of interest. 
http://sgyres.org/ 
http://www.noaa.gov/features/o2_monitoring/ 
planktontow.html 

http://projectkaisei.org/ 


man-made mess 


Looking for garbage? Turn on CNN. 


Here is a day's worth of CNN headlines from early April 


e VIDEO: Objects spotted in missing plane search 

e VIDEO: MH370: China rules out 11 locations 

e VIDEO: Malaysia: Flight 370 went down in ocean 

e VIDEO: Searching for plane... and answers 

e VIDEO: Iranian MH370 passenger ‘wanted freedom’ 
e VIDEO: Looking to past for Flight 370 answers 

e VIDEO: Still no results in MH370 search 

e VIDEO: Communication issues hurt plane search? 

e VIDEO: Morale remains high for MH370 search team 
e VIDEO: Will MH370 transcripts offer clues? 

e VIDEO: Will MH370’'s black box ever be found? 

e VIDEO: Lessons learned from Air France 447 

e Going on after sudden loss of a loved one 

e The search for MH370: High-tech tools meet old-fashioned policing 


e Every little thing’ under scrutiny in Malaysia Airlines probe 
Alt headline: All passengers cleared 


e VIDEO: What happens if MH370 isn't found? 

e Time is running out: We may ‘never find the wreckage’ 

e ‘Every little thing’ under scrutiny in Malaysia Airlines probe 
e VIDEO: ‘Hobbit’ director's jet joins search 

e VIDEO: How to never lose another plane 

e VIDEO: MH370 investigation termed ‘criminal’ 


e Flight 370 search: ‘We cannot be certain of ultimate success’ 
ALT Headline: ‘We'll keep going till hell freezes over’ 


e Has search for MH370 brought out statesmanlike, compassionate Abbott? 


e Flight 370 search: ‘It could take months, it could take years’ 
Alt: Search now on two fronts 


e Mother of Iranian passenger on Flight 370 suffers in silence 

e VIDEO: MH370 to join other aviation mysteries? 

e VIDEO: Malaysia Airlines pushes more security 

e VIDEO: Malaysia: Missing jet probe ‘criminal’ 

e VIDEO: Malaysian PM: We will not give up 

e Latest developments in probe of missing Malaysia Airlines flight 
e How the media deals with victims 


e Malaysia: Missing jet probe “criminal” 
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Luke Abiol, BMW Guggenheim Lab via flickr © 2012 Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation, New York 
Fab lab visitors got their hands dirty in a day-long maker marathon in Germany alongside makers, artists, engineers and programmers. 


Fabricating our future 


How access to technology can fuel innovation 


By Bennett Daviss 
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR 


The sign should read: Caution — revolutionaries at work. 


But the people who come to this reclaimed art studio on the campus of the University of Il- 


linois in Champagne aren't making gasoline bombs or arguing political theory. On a typical Tues- 


day evening, one might be testing a prototype of a new design for a wind turbine. Another might 


be custom-printing electronic circuits he designed for a tiny noise suppressor that fits inside a cell 


phone. Someone else might be beta-testing a lamp that she 3D-printed that uses a new kind of 


LED technology. 

They are developing their products at a “fab lab”, 
one of the varieties of public “makerspace” that are 
popping up around the globe. These are commu- 
nity centers stocked with tools where people with 
a technical bent pay a monthly membership fee — 
typically less than $100 — to gain hands-on time in 
well-stocked machine shops equipped with digital 
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fabrication tools such as laser cutters and computer- 
controlled routers and milling machines. These folks 
pay to play with the high-tech manufacturing tools 
that let them build the inventions that, until now, 
have existed only in their imaginations. 

The revolution they're part of is industrial, not 
political. It’s been referred to as the Third Indus- 


ee 
trial Revolution — and the 
people in the growing global 
network of fab labs and maker- 
spaces, from Singapore to Cham- 
pagne to Tasmania, are among its 
front-line troops. 

The first industrial revolution 
came about when water power and 
steam engines centralized textile 
production, exporting it from weav- 
ers’ cottages to giant woolen mills. 
The second industrial revolution was 
driven by the introduction of Bes- 
semer steel, electricity, and Henry 
Ford’s perfection of mass production. 
This new industrial revo- 
lution, however, is about 
dismantling centralization 
and standardization. It puts 
state-of-the-art, computer- 
controlled manufactur- 
ing tools in the hands of 
anyone with an idea and 
the energy to pursue it — 
whether the dream is to 
3D-print their own custom 
electric guitar or start the 
next Fortune 500 company 
on a shoestring budget. 


YMCAS FOR NERDS 

Actually, the revolution already is well under way. 
An enterprising villager in India has used his local 
makerspace to make a palm-size generator with a 
jack on one end anda crank on the other. Jack the 


box into a cell phone, 
turn the crank, and the 
phone's battery charges — no 
small matter in rural regions 
without an electric grid where 
cell phones are the chief means 
of communication. In far northern 
Norway, reindeer herders have used 
their fab lab to make radio-tagged 
collars to track their animals by com- 
puter. 

But tinkerers in makerspaces also 
have given us The Square, the tiny 
universal credit card reader that jacks 
into computers and cell phones; a 
more energy-efficient 
way to cool comput- 
ers that could save 
the world $25 billion a 
year in electricity; and 
literally hundreds of 
new manufacturing 
enterprises making ev- 
erything from luxury 
iPad cases to parts for 
prosthetic legs. 

Makerspaces are 
unleashing this flurry 
of creation by democ- 
ratizing the tools of invention. A small number of 
those who join a makerspace are tech professionals; 
but most are people — with or without a techni- 
cal bent — who simply have an idea. Makerspaces 
offer classes in how to use everything from design 
software and table saws to making printed circuits 


fab labs 


The Oru kayak (a 
foldable plastic kayak), 
Square (mobile credit- 
card reader) and 
Dodocase (iPad case) 
were all designed in fab 
labs. 


Images courtesy Orukayak, 
Square, Dodocase 


The MIT Fab 
Foundation’s mobile fab 
lab houses its computer- 
controlled design and 
machining equipment in 
a trailer, so it can travel 
to festivals and events 
around the country. 


Fabfoundation.org 
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fab labs 


Learning to use the 

CNC milling machine 

at iFabrica, a fab 

lab in Amsterdam. 

Tools that would be 
prohibitively expensive 
for individuals or small 
companies are available 
at low cost at such labs. 


Remco Siemerink via Flickr 


and have staff members ready to walk entrepreneurs 
through the technicalities of using any given ma- 
chine. For a fee, staff members will talk you through 
your idea, turn it into design drawings, and machine 
a prototype for review. The tools and expertise of 
advanced manufacturing are now yours for about the 
price of your monthly electric bill. 

Providing access to tools also slashes another bar- 
rier to invention: cost. In the past, it could cost 
thousands to hire the services of a machine shop or 
engineering firm to create a prototype — one that 
often didn’t work as planned. A corporate serf with 
an inspiration could spend months shepherding her 
idea through a maze of bureaucratic approvals before 
being granted a bit of company time to conduct a 
feasibility study. Now those same people can join 
what Scott Wallace, co-founder of Tacoma’s fab lab, 
calls “a YMCA for nerds.” Often, individuals with 
promising ideas can even crowd-fund their tinker- 
time through Kickstarter or Indiegogo. 

It’s not just individuals who want affordable ac- 
cess to these tools. For example, Precision Machine 
Works, a Tacoma company making parts for the 
aerospace industry, buys fab lab memberships for 
many of its employees. The workers experiment in 
the lab on their own time and bring new skills and 
ideas back to the company. They also can use the 
lab to learn technologies and assess their benefits be- 
fore the company invests in them. Sometimes these 
employees actually devise new processes that cut 
costs or create new products. “We make the jobs that 


make new jobs,” says Stephen Tibbitts, a Tacoma fab 
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lab co-founder. 

People come for the camaraderie as much as for 
the tools. Makerspaces draw a mix of computer 
geeks, engineers, welders, woodworkers and folks 
with other specialized skills. People drawn to maker- 
spaces typically like to kibitz on each other’s projects 
and anyone stuck on a problem can usually collect 
a range of suggestions for solving it. “When you get 
that variety of expertise in one place, there aren't too 
many problems you can't solve,” says one Tacoma 
member. 


A CLEAN, WELL-LIGHTED PLACE 

The rising popularity of makerspaces is moving 
them out of abandoned warehouses and into the 
commercial mainstream. The most visible example 
is TechShop, a privately-owned company that has 
opened makerspaces in eight cities around the US 
and plans to debut several more in the next few 
years. A TechShop is hacker heaven for the well- 
heeled: memberships cost $175 by the month, $125 a 
month for long-term members, or $1,395 per year. 

After passing basic safety and use courses, mem- 
bers gain access to an average of 15,000 square feet of 
bright, airy space stocked with more than $1 million 
worth of laser cutters, plastics-working gear, an elec- 
tronics lab, shops for metal- and woodworking, a tex- 
tiles area and fully-outfitted machine shop, welding 
stations, and design software. Members also have 
the use of generous workspaces, free access to the 
“bin wall,” where spare parts are stored and can avail 
themselves of free coffee and popcorn in the lounge, 


Inside San Diego's fab lab 


Engineer Dylan Drotman loves robots. He’s been 
building them for years — and he wants to share that 
love. His vision: a build-your-own robot kit for kids 
that would cost less than $500. Kids would assemble 
the parts, wire the robot, program it, and, in the pro- 


cess, learn about servos, LEDs, computer code and 
other tools of the high-tech trade. 

To create his prototype, he went to San Diego’s fab 
lab and used design software to spec his parts, then 
cut them with a laser and designed and printed the 
circuitry. 

“I could have done it without the lab, but I'd have 
had to outsource more, it would have taken longer, 
and been more expensive,” Drotman says. “Besides, 
I really appreciate the community of people here to 
discuss things with and get advice from. That makes 
a big difference to me.” 

Andre Szucs, an athlete who lost his left leg below 
the knee, found that he needed two prosthetic limbs 
— one shaped for walking, another optimized for 
running. He created a new type of foot with a lever 
that allows him to adjust the height and angle of the 
prosthesis “on the fly” to suit either activity. (Run- 
ning requires a little more height and a different 
angle than walking.) 

But he needed something to protect flesh, fixtures, 
and furniture from the limb’s blunt edges and sharp 
corners. So he used San Diego’s fab lab to 3D-print a 
“fairing” — something like a fender — to fit his limb. 
Now he’s founded Gladius, a firm to manufacture his 
adjustable foot and custom-made fairings to fit oth- 


ers’ prostheses. 

For now, he’s keeping his day job as a sales and 
marketing rep for a company that makes titanium 
bolts. But by May, he hopes to be marketing his own 
invention. “The fab lab had the equipment and the 
space, but the people here are accelerators,” he says. 
“They're mentoring me through this process.” 

Brendan Gaffney makes new tools for musicians 
and uses the lab to quickly prototype his ideas, in- 
cluding a musical keyboard shaped like a soccer ball 
with each facet sounding a different note. “When 
you can test a design very quickly at a very low cost, 
you can take more risks and be more innovative,” he 
says. 

Gaffney came to the lab for its array of tools. He 
learned to build electronic circuitry, wound up 


teaching others, “and now I’m one of the people with 


a set of keys to the place,” he says. 

Another element that keeps bringing him back is 
the “congregation of people with a variety of knowl- 
edge and specialties with their own slant on things 
but who are interested in collaboration. What hap- 
pens in the spaces between those specialties can be 
really interesting.” 

True to its social mission, the lab doesn’t charge a 
membership fee, only $5 to $30 an hour for the use 
of its machines. It also devotes a good portion of its 
efforts to working with schools and colleges. “Our 
aim,” says lab co-founder Katie Rast, “is to support 
education and economic development in our local 
communities.” E] 
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Andre Szucs, shown here 
in a concept illustration, 
used San Diego's fab 

lab to print a protective 
fairing that fits over the 
socket on his amputated 
leg. Now he’s founded 
Gladius, a firm that 

will manufacture an 
adjustable hybrid foot 
and custom-made 
fairings. 


Gladius.io 
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From goofing around 
with doll heads (above) 
to designing products 
that could be produced 
and sold (the cardboard 
lamp at right), ordinary 
people gain the power 
to create. 


Above: TenerifeMakerSpace; 
Right: Zackaholic, both via Flickr 


where they can swap ideas and recruit helpers for 


their projects. 

In addition to The Square, some of the better- 
known ventures that have been hatched in a Tech- 
Shop include Embrace, an energy-efficient incubator 
blanket for newborn and premature babies that costs 
1% as much as a floor-standing hospital incubator; 
and DripTech, a cheap, water-efficient drip irrigation 
system that’s spreading throughout developing coun- 
tries. Clustered Systems, the company making the 
new computer cooling technology mentioned earlier, 
won a $2.8-million grant from the U.S. Department 
of Energy and already has licensed its product toa 
manufacturer, but still uses its local TechShop as an 
R&D lab. 

But TechShop is more than a makerspace. It also 
hosts corporate team-building events in which 
groups design and make a product that solves a par- 
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ticular need or problem; and it’s partnered with the 
federal Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency 
and Department of Veterans Affairs’ Center for In- 
novation, which have funded TechShop to offer free 
technical training to military vets, preparing them 
for jobs in high-tech manufacturing. 


MISSIONARIES OF MANUFACTURING 

TechShop has a social mission to help veterans; 
“fab labs”, a special kind of makerspace, are a social 
mission in themselves. The goal: to give individu- 
als state-of-the-art manufacturing tools, not only 
to start new businesses, but also to build what they 
need to address local issues. 

Fab labs grew by accident from a project led by Neil 
Gershenfeld, the MIT physicist who founded the 
institute’s Center for Bits and Atoms. The center’s 
purpose is to blur the distinction between the digital 
and physical worlds. 

In the early 2000s, Gershenfeld was thinking about 
ways to enable personal manufacturing at home. He 
persuaded the National Science Foundation to grant 
him several million dollars to buy a fleet of computer 
numerical control (CNC) manufacturing machines 
to create a “fabrication laboratory” to pursue his vi- 
sion. 

Under the terms of his grant, Gershenfeld was ob- 
ligated to do some related “public outreach.” Instead 
of simply writing or talking about his vision, he per- 
suaded the NSF to let him use a portion of his grant 
to bring these tools to the public. The first fab labs 
opened in rural India and northern Norway in 2004. 

At first, visitors to the labs came out of curiosity. 
When they realized they could design and build their 
own creations, they got busy making things that im- 
proved their lives and communities. 

In Ghana, villagers used the fab lab’s tools to create 
a machine that grinds cassava, reducing the amount 
of human toil needed. They also made their own 
replacement car parts. 

In India, dairy farmers are paid according to the 
fat content of their cows’ milk. Students used their 
local fab lab to create a sensor that would let farmers 
read the specific fat content of milk and project their 
incomes. 

In Jalalabad, fab-lab folk are making cheap anten- 
nas from local materials to extend the area’s grass- 
roots wifi network to villages, schools and hospitals. 

To spread the word and promise of fab labs, many 
— like Champagne-Urbana’s — are located near, or 
within, schools and other public institutions. Ta- 
coma’s is adjacent to a campus of the University of 


Washington, which funds student memberships 

in return for the lab conducting some technology 
classes. The public library in Fayetteville, New York, 
hosts a mini-fab lab with 3D printers, laser and vinyl 
cutters, sewing machines, and hand tools. 

MIT has even set up a Fab Academy to train aspir- 
ing makers. The annual academy sessions are held at 
fab labs around the world from January through May 
and offer 16 one- or two-week courses in subjects 
from 3D-molding and casting to machine design and 
business planning. 

If you can’t get to a fab lab, MIT’s mobile lab might 
come to you. The school has outfitted a bus with a 
small suite of digital tools, including a laser engraver, 
vinyl cutter, and computer-controlled router. The 
bus travels the U.S. visiting schools, where students 
can catch the maker bug as they program machines 
to make small items such as luggage tags, simple 
electronic circuits, and 3D models. 

Despite their freewheeling projects and free-spir- 
ited clientele, fab labs themselves are held to strict 
standards set by MIT. First, and most important to 
MIT, is the tenet that separates fab labs from other 
makerspaces: a fab lab has to offer some degree of 
cost-free public access. Many fab labs are associated 
with community colleges or other public institutions 
that can subsidize this mandate. Second, every lab 
must have the same core set of tools; an inventor 
who starts a project in Kabul’s lab should be able to 
walk into the lab in Tulsa and have the means to 


finish it. Third, every fab lab has to contribute to its 
colleagues by taking part in teleconferences, annual 
meetings, and other collective events. Finally, each 
fab lab must subscribe to the Fab Charter, which 
prescribes operational details such as safety measures 


and principles, such as not allowing the lab to be 
taken over by commercial ventures trying to avoid 
the cost of setting up their own factories. Fab labs re- 
main linked to MIT, which uses the labs as test sites 
for its research and, in turn, offers continuing advice 
and technical support. 

Although MIT seeded the first 10 or 12 fab labs 
through its NSF grant, funding for new labs comes 
from the communities that want them. That hasn't 
slowed the movement: there are now 256 fab labs 
in 40 countries and MIT expects that a total of 500 
will be in place within 18 months. The location of 
new sites includes Peru, China, two sites in Armenia, 
20 more in India, and 135 in Russia — 35 in Moscow 
alone. 

And why shouldn't incubators for entrepreneurial 
makers be popular in the former heart of world com- 
munism? One of the few things that Karl Marx got 
right was the idea that when we become wrench- 
turners on an assembly line instead of autonomous 
artisans, we become alienated from our work and 
labor loses meaning. The makers movement is about 
redefining craft as a vocation in the digital age. 

In other words, to be human is to make stuff. Wel- 
come to the revolution. EP 
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Neil Gershenfeld is the 
father of the fab lab 
(above, he’s shown at 
the opening of a lab 

in Peru). Under the 
terms of a National 
Science Foundation 
grant he'd received to 
buy CNC manufacturing 
machines, he used a 
portion of the grant to 
bring the tools to the 
public. Visitors quickly 
realized they could use 
the equipment to make 
things that improved 
their lives 

and communities. 


Fabfoundation.org 
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Wise 
SuYS 


what they're 
selling? 


42 THETRENDSJOURNAL | SPRING 2014 


A former Staples store 
in Mentor, Ohio. The 
store was moved to 

a smaller location 
nearby. 


Nicholas Eckhart via Flickr 


Big-box stores’ fast fade means 
opportunity for Mom-and-Pops 


By Trends Research Institute staff 


In 2012, while analyzing the end of the era of big-box store dominance, Bloomberg News 


reported: “After 50 years of putting mom and pops out of business, big-box retail is having a mid- 


life crisis. A slow economy has hurt same-store sales, narrowing margins at big stores. Meanwhile, 


consumers, armed with price-comparison technology, are visiting more stores seeking deals or 


exclusive merchandise rather than making one-stop, fill-the-cart excursions.” 


The pending doom of big-box chains is old news. 
But what is under-reported in these forecasts is the 
opportunity this trend creates for certain types of 
mom-and-pop, locally-owned businesses, especially 
those that make or sell local products. 

Consider these emerging trend lines: 
e Many big boxes are closing their mega stores and 
moving large chunks of their business online. 
e Meanwhile, entrepreneurism is surging among 
older laid-off workers who are putting their skills 
and experience to work building local neighbor-to- 
neighbor businesses. 
e And while a majority of consumers are comfort- 
able shopping online, there remains a marketable 
percentage (under 20 percent in most studies) who 
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haven't built that comfort zone yet, don’t care for the 
sight-unseen nature of digital shopping and crave 
the brick-and-mortar shopping experience — par- 
ticularly for products that require aesthetic judgment 
before purchase, such as crafts, art work, furniture 
accent pieces, certain types of clothing, etc.. 

The new generation of boomer-run local busi- 
nesses are deeply connected to their communities’ 
needs and preferences. They are positioned to di- 
rectly promote their businesses across critically- 
important social media platforms targeting the most 
promising local customers. And that’s a clear edge 
over the big-box outlets. These types of businesses 
will be able to fill substantial a portion of the void left 
behind as big boxers move out. 


Casual dining chains in more trouble 


Casual dining restaurants like Olive Garden, 
Applebee's and Red Lobster, among many others, 
have been in trouble for years. These chain 
restaurants, which were thriving more than a decade 
ago, have suffered from the weak economy that hit 
the middle class hard and from a lack of innovation 
in evolving service and product that competes with 
the new generation of fast “quality” food. 

We expect this trend will intensify. As we reported 
in the Fall 2013 Trends Journal: “While the healthy fast 
food trend is now fully powered, there is a difference 
between chains, which add healthier choices that still 
rely on processed preparation and ingredients, and 
the upstarts, which emphasize organic and whole 
foods. The latter players in this market are built on 
the concept of providing healthy whole foods, while 
the cheap food giants are looking for easy means to 
widen their footprint. 

That’s why operations like Panera Bread are gain- 
ing market share. It is too late for the older casual 
dining chains to catch up. The new players provide 


fresh food, with options for customers to customize 
their meals, in a comfortable environment that gets 
customers in and out quickly. Some bigger opera- 
tions will succeed in this arena, but the market is also 
fertile ground for locally-owned businesses to join 


the party. 


trending 


Panera Bread, which 
focuses on providing 
healthy foods such as 
their Fuji Apple Chicken 
Salad, is gaining market 
share at the expense of 
traditional casual spots. 


Panera Bread 


Smart pols use social media 
to target older voters 


As we reported in our Winter 2014 Trends Journal, 
the 60-plus crowd has turned the digital-age corner. 
They're wired and empowered to extend their reach 
across multiple platforms — particularly in the social 
media arena. 

And as this trend takes hold, we are learning more 
about the information-gathering and peer-to-peer 
interactivity preferences of seniors. They tend to be 
deeply rooted in their communities, engaged in the 
issues that directly affect their lives and drawn more 
toward stories and images than to multimedia or ad- 
vertising content across digital platforms. Candidates 
for office would be well served to target this group 
with those preferences in mind. 

In fact, we will see this trend in full bloom this 
fall. The most effective campaign strategies will dif- 
fer from those perfected in 2012 that focused on a 
younger demographic. Flurries of quick-hit infor- 
mation bites will be replaced by, or added to, more 
cross-networking of content that is in longer form, 
responsive and tailored to senior preferences. 


Senator Rand Paul @ 
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trending 


Flying off to Colorado. 


Eugene Gregan 


The pot legalization train 


has left the station 


Twenty states and the District of Columbia have 
already legalized the use of marijuana for either rec- 
reational or medical uses, and several other states 

are moving fast to do the same. There is a potent 
undercurrent to this trend that will likely accelerate 
legalization: An increasing number of polls are show- 
ing Americans favor legalization, don’t believe the 
drug is any more dangerous than alcohol and think 
the state tax revenues that pot sales will generate can 
help their communities. 

Colorado's early data on tax revenues since it le- 
galized marijuana back that up. And in investment 
circles, marijuana-based companies — whether 
pushing medical or recreational usage — are sizzling 
hot. That means big money is coming into the game. 
And that means politicians will be easily brought on 


board and eager to push pro-pot agendas. After all, 
what’s the risk? Most agree legalization is fine. Doing 
so brings more revenue to state coffers. And Wall 
Street interest will back your campaign if you prom- 
ise to support and promote legalization. 

This trend is similar to the traction gay marriage 
gained in a short period of time. When collective 
public acceptance moves on an issue in the digital 
age, we know about it as it happens and change en- 
sues at a much quicker pace. We are at that moment 
in the debate over whether to legalize marijuana. 

How ironic, too, is this development? After decades 
of ruining millions of lives with oppressive pot laws 
that disproportionately punished users and sellers, 
smoking pot is now becoming legal and accepted as 
an innocuous behavior. 


Fifty-four year-old 
Natalia Pollack (L), 
uninsured since 1999, 
gets help signing up 
for health insurance 
through the Affordable 
Care Act from Carlos 
Tapia, a certified 
application counselor 
in New York City. 


REUTERS/Mike Segar 


Patient advocacy about to explode 


The Affordable Care Act is only the latest driver 
of mass confusion within the health care industry. 
Navigating through the maze of rules, regulations 
and laws is about to get even more complex — if 
not downright impossible for the common person 
to handle. Picking and affording the right policy for 
your age, state of health and location is the easy part. 
As we age, fighting for needed care becomes more 
difficult. 

We are living longer — and living longer in a time 
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when the medical-insurance landscape is strewn 
with land mines. Have a parent in a nursing home? 
Concerned about the quality of care? Trying to get 
Medicaid and that supplemental skilled care insurer 
to pay up? If youre already fighting these battles 

for a loved one, you're receiving on-the-job training. 
You're on the way to becoming a family advocate. 

Advocates work for hospitals, the government, 
large medical practices and insurance companies. As 
the ACA rolls out and states grapple with Medicaid 
processes, the need for these types of workers will 
sharply increase. But these risk-management posi- 
tions, protecting the bottom line for the institutions 
they serve, will be countered by a growing need for 
advocates who work on behalf of the patient and his 
or her family. 

There are volunteer groups across the country that 
provide these services, but there is also acknowledge- 
ment that the growing complexity of the laws and 
the heavyweight advocates insurance companies 
are hiring to manage risk are becoming too much to 
handle on a volunteer level. 

For those who can afford the service, hiring an ad- 
vocate that serves the patient’s needs is the best alter- 
native. For retirees with the appropriate backgrounds 
and those willing to retrain themselves, this will soon 
become a thriving job market. E] 
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Michael Bloom 


Gerald Celente and the Trends Research Institute present: 


History Before it Happens 


August 1-3, 2014 in Historic Kingston, New York 


You are invited to join Gerald Celente and Trends Research Institute staff and invited speakers 


for an invigorating three-day conference in historic Colonial Kingston, New York. Held at the in- 


spiring Trends Research Institute facilities in one of the most historic settings in the country, our 


History Before it Happens® program will provide up-close interaction with Gerald and others who 
ry pp progr. p p 


will open your eyes to German poet, playwright and philosopher Friedrich von Schiller’s observa- 


tion: “In today, walks tomorrow.” 


Our presentations, workshops and Q&A sessions 
will offer one-of-a-kind insights into the dominant 
trends shaping our world. Participants will gain 
deep understanding of the global trends that very 
directly affect their lives. They will understand how 
the institute tracks trends and draws its conclusions; 
what information in those forecasts is most relevant 
to them; how to use the information to improve 
their lives; and, most critically, how to seek, find and 
value the truth. 


Along the way, you'll enjoy the company of think- 
ers, innovators and artists from across the globe who 
share the common goal to dig below the formulaic, 
force-fed information all around us that bypasses the 
underlying trends that shape our lives. And you'll 
enjoy a sunset Revolutionary War-era barbecue, 
cocktail-hour conversation with interesting, inspir- 
ing people and the dramatic summer beauty of the 
Hudson Valley. 

Turn the page to see the program. > 
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conference 


About the program 


THURSDAY, JULY 31 


Welcome reception 


7 p.m. We'll meet at the Mohican building, the heart 
of the institute’s operations and home to our confer- 


ence sessions. 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 1 


The intersection of politics, 
economics and morality 


Gerald Celente sets the stage with this riveting ex- 
ploration of how the lack of a moral center across 
the spectrum of world leaders has exhausted the 
common person's trust in the institutions that gov- 
ern, direct and control our lives. A head-on collision 
with indisputable facts and their effects on your life 
takes hold as Gerald walks us through the intensify- 
ing populist movements around the world that are 
shaking the foundations of traditional governmental, 
economic and social institutions. 

At lunch, participants will gain rich insights into 
to the inner workings of the institute and Gerald's 
unique method of tracking trends. 

As the day progresses, participants will engage 
Gerald and his team as we explore avenues for taking 
a moral stand and recognizing and celebrating some 
emerging trends that give us all reasons to hope. Par- 


Registration information 


Space is limited, so don’t delay. Until 
May 30, registration is open only to Trends 
Journal subscribers. After May 30, any 
remaining openings will be made available 
to non-subscribers. 

Cost: If you register before May 30, the cost 
is $950 per participant. A $300 non-refund- 
able deposit is due at the time of registra- 
tion. Full payment is due by June 20. If you 
register after May 30, the cost is $1,050 per 
participant and full payment is required at 
the time of registration. 


MEALS 

Your registration fee includes breakfast and 
lunch on Friday; breakfast, lunch and 
dinner on Saturday; and brunch on Sunday. 
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TRANSPORTATION AND LODGING 
Transportation and lodging costs are your 
responsibility. 


Accommodations: The Hudson Valley 
offers a number of lodging choices within 
minutes of the Trends Research Institute. 
These range from quaint bed-and-break- 
fasts to luxury resorts and spas. To learn 
more, we recommend you visit this site: 
http://www. hudsonvalleylodging.com/ 


Getting Here: Kingston is about 100 miles 
north of New York City. There are two 
airports less than an hour from Kingston — 
Stewart International Airport in Newburgh, 
and Albany International Airport. In addi- 
tion, the three major airports serving New 


ticipants will not only be inspired by creative ideas, 
they will learn about actual backyard movements 
that are defining the new crossroads of responsible 
business practices, holding our leaders to a higher 
moral standard and valuing creativity, community 
service and truthfulness above the almighty dollar. 


York City and Westchester County Airport, 
just outside the city, are all about two hours 
from Kingston. If you need assistance mak- 
ing travel plans, please call our office at 
845-331-3500, ext. 102, or email us at info@ 
trendsresearch.com. 


HOW TO REGISTER 

Online: Go to www.trendsresearch.com 
for the quickest, most convenient way to 
register. 

Mail: Fill out the form on the opposite page 
and mail it to Trends Research Institute, 
P.O. Box 3476, Kingston, NY 12402 

Fax: Fax the form to 845-331-5700 


Phone: Call 845-331-3500, ext. 102 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 2 


Transformational trends 

that will help you 

prepare, survive, prevail 

Gerald and guest speakers break down essential 
trend lines, beginning with the economic forces that 
will take shape as a result of current political and 
social upheavals. Where are the best investment op- 
portunities? What businesses and industries are best 
positioned to prosper? Where will be the jobs be? 

At lunch, an interviewer will ask Gerald pointed 
questions to provide insights into the personal mo- 
tivations behind his work, and then give participants 
the opportunity to grill “the pitbull of forecasts.” 

Our journey then explores trends in health and sci- 
ence, technology, media, art, music and aging. Gerald 
will draw from his ongoing analysis in all these areas 
to serve up clear, cohesive forecasts you can act on. 
His mining of these essential trend lines will provide 
insights unavailable from any other source. 

As the session draws to a close, Gerald will out- 
line his four rules of peace, engaging the group ina 
probing discussion of what peace really means, how 
to truly embrace it, and how to recognize the real 
agents of war and social and economic oppression. 

With the sun setting over the most historic inter- 
section in the U.S., we'll gather in the garden of a 
250-year-old home and enjoy a Revolutionary War- 
era barbecue. 


REGISTRATION FORM 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 3 
Brunch with Gerald 


As our conference draws to a conclusion, we offer an 
informal setting for final thoughts with Gerald, his 
team and fellow attendees. We will also use this op- 
portunity to serve as tour guides for those interested 
in exploring the historic and natural beauty of the 
Hudson Valley, a region uniquely positioned to offer 
a world-class vacation or the best of day trips. 
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conference 


Worth a visit 
(clockwise from top): 
Mohonk Mountain 
House, Washington's 
Headquarters, 

West Point. 

Mohonk Mountain House; Rolf 


Mueller via Wikipedia; West 
Point 


To reserve your spot by mail or fax, fill out this form and return it with your non-refundable deposit of $300, by May 30, 2014. 


Full payment is due by June 20. After May 30, the full cost of $1,050 is due at registration. 


Name 
PAYMENT 
HUES O Check enclosed for this amount: 
City State Zip O Charge my card this amount: 
Daytime phone Name on card: 
Evening phone Card number: 
Cell phone Exp. date: CW: 
E-mail Signature 


Trends Research Institute, P.O. Box 3476, Kingston, NY 12402. Fax: 845-331-5700 


As a Trends Journal subscriber, you'll stay 
on top of what’s really happening in the world 
between quarterly issues with exclusive access 
to Gerald Celente’s Trends in the News weekday 
video broadcasts. 


Unlike the dumbed-down fare that dominates 
network and cable broadcasts, Celente delivers 
provocative, pertinent and entertaining 
insights, trends analysis and forecasts that you 
won't find anywhere else! 


Subscribe today at 


“Your Trends Journal® helps keep me on 
track with what is really happening — 
and not what our governments and banks 
choose to tell us.” Paul F., Waterford, Ireland 


“Thank you for discerning, facing, and 
telling the truth.” Anastacia S., New Orleans 


“I cannot imagine the future without 
Gerald Celente and the Trends Journal 
and all the advertising-free(!) information, 
trends, artwork, commentary, social and 
political criticism, financial trends and 
predictions contained therein. There is 
nothing like it in the whole world.” 

Anne G., Astoria, N.Y. 


Tune in Trends in the News every Monday through Friday 


